
Romans 2

Outline of the Book of Romans:

I. The Wrath of God 1:18 – 3:20
II. The Grace of God 3:21 – 8:39
III. The Plan of God 9 – 11
IV. The Will of God 12 – 16

Outline of Romans 2:

I.  God's Righteous Judgment 2:1-16
II.  Circumcision of the Heart 2:17-29

Emphasize 2:4

I. God's Righteous Judgment 2:1-16
A. God's judgment is according to truth. 2:2
B. God's judgment is impartial 2:11
C. God's judgment will be carried out by Jesus Christ 2:16

Three Vital Conclusions:
1. Self-righteousness is always unjustified.

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14 (NKJV) 9Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,  
‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13And the tax 
collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

• There is always the chance that those of us whose lives are somewhat in order will 
begin looking down on those whose lives are not.   

• The differences are not in our capacity for sin, simply in:
◦ Frequency of sin Some people indulge in their sin more often than others.   
◦ Degree of sin Some people go farther down the path of sin.
◦ Extent of sin Some people indulge in a richer variety of sin than others.

• We need to realize that all of us have hearts capable of the worst kinds of sins. 
◦ The Pharisee and the tax collector are equally in need of God's grace.



2. A right heart reveals itself in right works.

James 1:22-25 (NKJV) 22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For if  
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 
24for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25But he who 
looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the 
work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37 (NKJV) 25And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?”
27So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’”
28And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.”
29But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell  

among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
31Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the 
other side. 33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, 
he had compassion. 34So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he 
set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35On the next day, when he 
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 36So which of these three do you 
think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”

37And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

• The strength of this parable lies in the detail that the Samaritan did the right thing.  In 
the mind of the lawyer, the Samaritan would have been the farthest from God.

3. A right heart is only possible with God's help.

Jeremiah 31:33 (NKJV) But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people.

• Compare with v.15

• Add also v.4



II. Circumcision of the Heart 2:17-29

Deuteronomy 30:6 (NKJV) And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

The Prodigal Son
Or The Parable of the Two Sons
Or The Parable of the Elder Brother

Luke 15:11-32 (NKJV) 11Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12And the younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his 
livelihood. 13And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far 
country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14But when he had spent all, there 
arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15Then he went and joined himself to 
a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16And he would gladly have 
filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19and I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’

20“And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him 
and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father,  
I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on 
his hand and sandals on his feet. 23And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be 
merry; 24for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be 
merry.

25“Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father 
has killed the fatted calf.’

28“But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 
29So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never 
transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 
make merry with my friends. 30But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32It was right that 
we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is 
found.’”


