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If the book of Joshua highlights the 
successful possession of the land, the 
book of Judges concentrates on the 
blemishes on this achievement.

– Graeme Goldsworthy,
Australian Anglican Theologian
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When everyone does what is right in their own eyes, it 
is too often evil in the sight of the Lord.
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• A key comment is,

• Judges 2:11 (ESV) 

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD and served the Baals.
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• Judges 3:7 (ESV) 

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD. They forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals 
and the Asheroth.
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• Judges 3:12 (ESV) 

And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD, and the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab 
against Israel, because they had done what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD.
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• Judges 4:1 (ESV) 

And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord after Ehud died.



Judges     A Downward Spiral

• Judges 6:1 (ESV) 

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and the Lord gave them into the hand of Midian seven years.
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• Judges 10:6 (ESV) 

The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of 
Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the 
Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And they forsook 
the LORD and did not serve him.
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• Judges 13:1 (ESV) 

And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, so the Lord gave them into the hand of the 
Philistines for forty years.
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• The storyline in Judges moves in a loosely repeated cycle.
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How important it is that we avoid 
these cycles of failure and instead 
just walk closely with the Lord all 
the time.  We don’t have to be yo-
yos.

– Chuck Smith, (1927 – 2013)
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa
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• As Chuck points out, we can get into personal spiritual cycles 
that are either positive – or negative, as in Judges.

• Positive consistency is key.
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• Another important comment in Judges is,

• Judges 17:6 (ESV)

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes.
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• This verse is repeated as the final verse in the book.

• It summarizes this time period extremely well.

• Judges 21:25 (ESV)

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes.
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When everyone does what is right in their own eyes, it 
is too often evil in the sight of the Lord.
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• In later books, the character of the king tends to influence 
the character of the nation.

• In the book of Judges the people never have anyone to 
blame but themselves.

• They are doing what is right in their own eyes.
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• A lesson here is that political solutions don’t always work.

• When a people lacks character, its leaders may not be able to 
raise them to higher standards no matter how hard they try.
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History fails to record a single precedent in 
which nations subject to moral decay have 
not passed into political and economic 
decline.  There has been either a spiritual 
reawakening to overcome the moral lapse, 
or a progressive deterioration leading to 
ultimate national disaster.

– Douglas MacArthur (1880 – 1964),
to the Salvation Army, December 12, 1951 
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• Let’s read through Judges 2 & 3.

• This will give us the flavor of the book.
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• Again, there was no king at this time.

• The people had no one to blame but themselves for the 
trouble they got themselves into.

• Their disobedience always involved idolatry.
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• How important it is to let God rule in our homes, workplaces, 
neighborhoods, city and our church.

• Some of these areas can be easier than others.

• We don’t always have the final say on trends, tendencies, 
policies or procedures.
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• Nonetheless, we can see ourselves as Christ’s representatives 
in all of these areas.

• Our particular callings in particular settings can always bring 
glory to God.

• We work for the good of this world, but always somehow in 
tension with it. 
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When everyone does what is right in their own eyes, it 
is too often evil in the sight of the Lord.
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• We don’t have to fall into negative cycles with no way out.

• Christ has called us to precisely do the opposite.

• As his representatives in the world, it’s our obligation to 
faithfully represent him.

• It is only in his power that we can do so effectively.
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The judges all had three things in common: 
• God raised them up. 
• God’s Spirit empowered them to function 

in an extraordinary way. 
• Their work led to victory, times of rest, 

peace and civility. 
When we pray for godly leaders for our 
nations, this is the kind of leader we should 
have in mind.

– Tokunboh Adeyemo (1944 – 2010)
Muslim-background Christian Scholar
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• When Adeyemo speaks of god-empowered leaders, I don’t 
believe this only applies in the political sense.

• All of us have spheres of influence that put us in places to 
serve with the heart of Jesus.

• Again, let’s bring God’s perspectives to our homes, 
workplaces, neighborhoods, city and our church.



Judges     Conclusions

• We are in a spiritual battle, so our opportunities to bless will 
always involve a spiritual tension.

• The Israelites repeatedly fell into sin and idolatry by 
conforming to the people around them.

• Christians do not have a wildly better track record in this 
area – as history shows.
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When everyone does what is right in their own eyes, it 
is too often evil in the sight of the Lord.
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• John ends his first letter with this encouragement.

• 1 John 5:20-21 (ESV)
20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given 
us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and 
we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life.21 Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols.


