
How Not To Epic Fail

Lessons from 2 Kings



The Law – God’s standard 

The Wisdom books – Advice 

The Prophets – Report cards

The History books – Lessons on living

Book Divisions of the Old Testament



The steadfast love of the LORD is everlasting

and

God’s steadfast love will display itself 
through discipline if that is what we need



Not yielding to God’s discipline = Epic Fail 



2 Kings 17:2-18



Did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, 

according to all that David 
their father had done: 

Uzziah
Jotham

Hezekiah 
Josiah

Did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord:

Ahaziah , Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, 
Jehoash, Jeroboam, Zechariah, 
Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, 

Pekah, Hoshea, Jehoram, 
Jehoshaphat, Ahaziah, Athaliah, 

Joash, Amaziah, Ahaz, Manasseh, 
Amon, Jehoahaz , Jehoiakim, 

Jehoiachin, Zedekiah

Kings of Judah and Israel  



2 Kings 17:2-18



Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

The Prophetic Books of the Old Testament
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• Lacked knowledge about God
• Forgot God
• Forgot the Law of God
• Forgot that God was the one who 

had given them all the good things 
they had

• Rebelled against God and His law
• Murder
• Bloodshed 
• Robbery
• Lying
• Cheating

• Dealt falsely with God
• Dealt falsely with man
• Greedy
• Excessive drinking
• Adultery 
• Sexual immorality 
• Cult prostitutes
• Idolatry
• Human sacrifices 
• Evil and treachery among the 

people made the king and leaders 
glad 

Hosea’s Report Card



The steadfast love of the LORD is everlasting

and

God’s steadfast love will display itself 
through discipline if that is what we need



Hebrews 12:1-13



How are people like sponges?

What is garbage truck juice?

How do you clean a dirty sponge?

Sponge Man



Hello, I am Sponge man



“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living 

water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were to receive…” 

John 7:38-39a



Garbage truck juice



Ouch, this is unpleasant.



Dirty



If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9



Clean
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2 Kings 21:1-26



2 Chronicles 33:10-16



“…who captured Manasseh with hooks and bound him with chains of bronze…” 



If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9



God does not want your life to be an epic fail, 
so don’t let it. 

God knows how to administer discipline to you, 
so don’t resist it.

God’s steadfast love will endure forever, 
so don’t forget it. 
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