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• Any one who has ever tried to run away from God knows 
that it doesn’t work.

• Or, they will soon find that out.
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• Jonah may be the ultimate example of an attempt to run 
away from God in the Bible.

• It didn’t work for him either, but in the end I’m sure he is 
glad that it didn’t.
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• Before we read the story, let’s get some background.

• Jonah appears, but only in passing, in Israel’s history.
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2 Kings 14:23-25 (ESV)
23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of 
Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, began to 
reign in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. 24 And … 
25 He restored the border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as 
the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher.
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• This indicates that he was a historical prophet.

• But now, where is Nineveh and who are these people?
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The Assyrians were a 
Semitic people who 
ruled the Ancient 
Near East during the 
decline of Egypt, but 
prior to the rise of 
Babylon.
Nineveh was their 
capital city.



Lessons from Jonah     Introduction

• What do we know about their religion?

• Along with many people in the Ancient Near East, they 
worshiped the fish god Dagon.
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Dagon the Fish God 
of the Assyrians
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• The chief god in their 
pantheon, however, 
was Ashur.

• He was often depicted 
as an archer in a 
winged solar disc.
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• The Assyrians were known less for their religion than for 
their devotion to war and conquest.

• The best comparison we may have is to say they were the 
ISIS, the radical warriors, of Jonah’s day.

• For example,
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From the Annals of the Assyrian 
King Assurnasirpal II:

With my staunch heart and fierce 
weapons I besieged the city. All 
the guilty soldiers were seized and 
handed over to me ... I appointed 
Azi-ili as my own governor over 
them. I erected a pile in front of 
his gate … 
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I flayed as many 
nobles as had 
rebelled against me 
(and) draped their 
skins over the pile; 
some I spread out 
within the pile … 
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Some I erected on stakes 
upon the pile, (and) 
some I placed on stakes 
around the pile … 
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I flayed many right through my land (and) 
draped their skins over the walls. I slashed 
the flesh of the eunuchs (and) of the royal 
eunuchs who were guilty. 
I brought Ahi-iababa to Nineveh, flayed 
him, (and) draped his skin over the wall of 
Nineveh.
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• These were the Assyrians.

• This was Nineveh at the time of Jonah.

• We should now be able to get more out of the story.



The Story of Jonah

• We will now read through the book.

• It is a story, and meant to be read straight through.
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• A biblical type is a foreshadowing, a prefiguring or a symbolic 
representation in which one part of the Bible casts light on 
another.

• In this case a story can be literally true, but still have 
symbolic meaning beyond its own place and time.



Jonah a Type of Israel
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– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah was called to a world mission and 
so was Israel.

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah at first refused compliance with the 
divine purpose and plan, and so did Israel.

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah was punished by being cast into the 
sea, and so was Israel by being dispersed 
among the nations.

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah was not lost, but rather especially 
preserved during this part of his 
experience, and Israel is not being 
assimilated by the nations, but being kept 
for God.

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah, repentant and cast out by the fish, 
is restored to life and action again, and 
Israel, repentant and cast out by the 
nations, shall be restored to her former 
national position.  (See dates below.)

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah, obedient, goes upon his mission to 
Nineveh, and Israel, obedient, shall 
ultimately engage in her original mission 
to the world.

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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• Jonah a Type of Israel:

• Jonah is successful in that his message is 
acted upon to the salvation of Nineveh, so 
Israel shall be blessed in that she shall be 
used to the conversion of the whole 
world.

– James M. Gray (1851 – 1935), President 
of Moody Bible Institute 1925 – 1934.
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Jonah in the Teaching of Jesus

Matthew 12:38-41 (ESV)
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, 
saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 39 But he 
answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah … 
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Matthew 12:38-41 (ESV)
40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of 
Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and 
behold, something greater than Jonah is here.



Jonah in the Teaching of Jesus

Matthew 16:1-4 (ESV)

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they 
asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered 
them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for 
the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, 
for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret 
the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs 
of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” 
So he left them and departed.
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Luke 11:29-30 (ESV)
29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This 
generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah 
became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of 
Man be to this generation.
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fulfill it.
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obedient he was also effective.
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• Jonah had a calling from God, but it took a lot of courage to 
fulfill it.

• When he decided to run from God, he ran into trouble.

• Jonah was not the most gifted minister, but when he was 
obedient he was effective.

• God responded to the repentance of both Jonah and the 
people of Nineveh.

• The people of Nineveh were extremely evil, but God still 
loved them.  Jonah’s mission was evidence of that.


