
Jesus on Prayer
Luke 11:1-13



Jesus on Prayer     Introduction



Jesus on Prayer     Introduction

• Jesus prayed an awful lot.

• His disciples couldn’t help but notice.

• They wanted to learn to pray from him.
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• We should want the same thing.

• What could make our prayer life more effective than learning 
to pray directly from Jesus?
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• In Luke 11, Jesus is going to point us to several factors that 
will make our prayer more effective.
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• This model prayer from Jesus is very similar to the one he 
gives in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6.

• Let’s turn their and read that parallel passage. 
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• 11:2 “Hallowed be your name” means “Let your name be 
honored, respected and treated as holy.”
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• 11:2 “Your kingdom come” refers to God’s ultimate rule 
over everything in heaven and on earth.

• God is, beyond question, the rightful ruler over everyone and 
everything, but that is not always obvious at this time.
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• 11:2 Here Matthew’s version adds, “your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

• Christ reminds us that prayer is ultimately not about us, but 
about God.
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For this reason, our prayer should never be 
asking the Lord to do what He has no desire to 
do or trying to change His will.  It is simply 
praying out of His will … One thing only we 
can do, and that is, we can pray out what God 
has desired.  Then will he accomplish His work 
because we are one with Him.

– Watchman Nee (1903 – 1972), 
Chinese church leader and teacher.  

He died after 20 years in prison.
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2 Corinthians 5:13-15 (ESV)

And [Christ] died for all, that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and 
was raised.
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• 11:3 “Give us each day our daily bread.” 

• God wants us to pray for our daily needs.

• It is not unspiritual or sub-Christian to do so.  

• It is, however, a feeble sort of praying if this is all that we 
pray for.
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• 11:4 “forgive us our sins … lead us not into temptation.” 

• It is easier to pray about our needs than about our character.

• God, however, is very concerned that we become faithful 
followers of Jesus.

• This involves being forgiven, forgiving others and avoiding 
temptation at all costs.
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When Jesus tells us to pray forgive us our 
sins, for we also forgive (11:4), he is not 
suggesting that God’s forgiveness is 
dependent on our forgiving. Rather, he is 
simply assuming that those who seek to 
learn how to pray from him will indeed 
forgive their enemies.

– Paul John Isaak, 
Namibian Lutheran Theologian
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• If we want to sum up this prayer, we can break it down into 
prayers for:
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• If we want to sum up this prayer, we can break it down into 
prayers for:

1. God’s glory
2. Our daily needs
3. The state of our soul
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• At this point, we might wonder how we are supposed to use 
a prayer like this.

• Many of us were taught to simply repeat it word-for-word on 
a daily basis.
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• Repetition of this prayer, often called “the Lord’s Prayer,” is 
not a bad thing, but it can lead to something unhealthy.



A Blueprint for Prayer     Luke 11:1-4

• Repetition of this prayer, often called “the Lord’s Prayer,” is 
not a bad thing, but it can lead to something unhealthy.

• Jesus warns us in Matthew 6:7-8 (ESV), 

• 7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their 
many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him.
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• We can avoid “heaping up empty phrases” by following a 
flexible pattern.

• It follows the convenient acronym P-R-A-Y.
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• Following a pattern like that will help our prayers to be not 
only biblical, but also personally relevant.

• But there is more to our prayers than the content.

• How we pray is also important to God.
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• 11:8 impudence = boldness, shameless persistence 
(Expanded Bible)

• Jesus tells us to be bold in our prayers.
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A great deal more failure is the result of 
an excess of caution than of bold 
experimentation with new ideas. The 
frontiers of the kingdom of God were 
never advanced by men and women of 
caution.

– J. Oswald Sanders (1902 – 1992)
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• 11:8 God is probably more ready to answer than we are 
ready to pray. 

• If we made it a habit to pray bold prayers that would 
ultimately bring glory to God (not ourselves), can we imagine 
what God might do in response?
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If a man awakened from sleep is forced to 
give unwillingly in answer to a request, God, 
who does not know sleep and who wakens 
us from sleep that we may ask gives much 
more graciously.

– Augustine of Hippo (354 – 430)
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• 11:8 The next time you find yourself waking up in the 
middle of the night, use the time to pray a bold prayer.

• There is still more to effective prayer than boldness.

• Jesus also wants us to be secure as we pray earnestly to our 
heavenly Father.
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• It’s possible to pray a bold prayer without confidence.

• Many people become loud and boisterous as a way of hiding 
their insecurities.

• We can simply be pretending or acting a part.
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• Jesus wants us to feel confident and secure in the presence 
of his Father – who has now become our Father too.

• It may take some time to feel like we are a part of the family, 
but that is the reality, so it should be our goal.

• We gain nothing through spiritual insecurity.
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People ought not to think of God as 
unwilling to give: he is always ready to 
give good gifts to his people. But it is 
important that they do their part by 
asking … 

– Leon Morris (1914 – 2006)
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Jesus does not say and does not mean 
that, if we pray, we will always get 
exactly what we ask for. After all, 'No' 
is just as definite an answer as 'Yes'. He 
is saying that true prayer is neither 
unheard nor unheeded. It is always 
answered in the way God sees is best.

– Leon Morris (1914 – 2006)
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• Like any good parent, God does not always give us the things 
that we ask for – or at the moment we ask for it.

• But this is not to be seen as a lack of love or lack of ability on 
God’s part.

• It is simply an expression of his fatherly wisdom, love and 
care for us as his children.
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• Finally, Jesus speaks of the Father giving us the Holy Spirit.

• We receive the Holy Spirit when we are born again into a 
new life in Christ.

• His presence is part of our birthright as Christians.
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• But the Holy Spirit’s mere presence is not the same as the 
Holy Spirit’s power at work in our lives.

• We should always be seeking more of Him.

• But be careful not to decide for God how that experience will 
play out in our lives.
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Everyone experiences the working of 
the Spirit in their lives in a different 
way … Don’t seek a particular 
experience.  God works differently as 
He wills.  Don’t ask for an experience; 
just ask for the Holy Spirit, and 
however you experience Him, let that 
be in His hands.

– Pastor Chuck Smith (1927 – 2013)
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• Spirit-filled Christians are not clones.

• All will be equally biblical, but will express a wonderful 
diversity in their gifts, their strengths and their personalities.

• And Jesus gives us permission to connect all of this to prayer.
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• Like the original disciples, we should want to learn to pray 
from Jesus himself.

• This passage gives us a great starting point.

• We can learn much by following Christ’s example in prayer.
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• To sum up the Lord’s Prayer, we can break it down into 
prayers for:

1. God’s glory
2. Our daily needs
3. The state of our soul
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• Our P-R-A-Y acronym can also help us to keep our prayers 
biblically sound.
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• But there is more to our prayers than the content.

• How we pray is also important to God.

• He does not want us to be timid or insecure.



Jesus on Prayer     Conclusions

• We need to be biblical.

• We need to be bold.

• And we need to be secure in our prayers.




