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• Since its very founding, the church has expanded by means 
of a missionary drive – a missional impulse.

• This missional impulse pushes it forward into new territory 
and new groups of people.
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• This is consistent with Christ’s command to be his witnesses 
– to make disciples of all nations.

• It is also consistent with Christ’s own example.
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• In a sense he was the original missionary, becoming like us in 
order to reach out to us. 

• When we start with Jesus, it leads us to mission and Jesus 
then builds his church.
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• Christ personally reached out to us before telling us to reach 
out to others.

• He did this by means of his incarnation.
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• Incarnation – What does it mean?

• The Incarnation is the act of God the Son taking on a human 
nature complete with human flesh, blood and bones, 
without ever ceasing to be God.

• In other words, while remaining one person, he added 
another nature – humanity – to his eternal deity.
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Incarnation: 

From Latin words meaning “in flesh”; refers 
to the act by which God’s eternal, infinite, 
divine Son took on a full human nature 
(including flesh and spirit) without losing His 
divinity, obliterating the humanity, or 
mixing divinity and humanity … 

– from Exploring Christian Theology: 
Volume 1, by Holsteen and Svigel
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Incarnation: 

The incarnate God-Man, Jesus Christ, is not 
divinity temporarily dwelling inside a man 
but the divine person of the Son of God 
having permanently added a human nature 
to His personhood; the result is one person 
with two complete natures.

– from Exploring Christian Theology: 
Volume 1, by Holsteen and Svigel
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• One of the key biblical texts declaring this is John 1:1-18.

• Let’s read it all the way through.
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• John introduces several themes in this Prologue that appear 
throughout his Gospel.  

• The absolute deity of Christ is one of these themes.
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• 1:1, 14     He introduces Christ as the Word – an already 
existing Old Testament idea – with additional meaning 
implied in the Greek of John’s day.
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God’s ‘Word’ in the Old Testament is his 
powerful self-expression in creation, 
revelation and salvation, and the 
personification of that ‘Word’ makes it 
suitable for John to apply it as a title to 
God’s ultimate self-disclosure, the 
person of his own Son … 

– D. A. Carson
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Because this Word, this divine self-
expression, existed in the beginning, one 
might suppose that it was either with 
God, or nothing less than God himself. 
John insists the Word was both.

– D. A. Carson
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• 1:1, 14     This is one line of evidence for the Trinity.

• Some people have objected to the doctrine of the Trinity by 
claiming that the word “Trinity” is not in the Bible.



Incarnation     John 1:1-18

• This is misleading.  

• The word “Bible” is not even found in the Bible.  

• Yet we know that the Bible exists and that believing it is, 
well, biblical.
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• The word “Trinity” was coined in order to concisely express 
the biblical evidence.

• The first to use the word seems to have been Tertullian, a 
leader of the church in Carthage, North Africa.
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• A full statement of Christian belief, known as the Athanasian
Creed, was later developed.

• It was named for Athanasius, another North African, from 
Egypt, whose earlier explanations of the Trinity eventually 
became the gold standard of Trinitarian doctrine.
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• It is also 2 ½ pages long, so it much quicker and easier to say 
that we believe “in the Trinity.”

• We might describe it as one What and three Whos.
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• 1:6-8, 15     When John refers to “John” in this passage, he is 
not talking about himself but John the Baptist.

• The Apostle John, the author, actually never refers to himself 
by name.
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• 1:9-13     Many – even of his own people – did not receive 
this light, the Word, when he came.

• This is despite the fact that he himself was the God that 
created the world.

• But some did receive him.  They (that is, we) now have the 
privilege of being called the children of God.
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1 John 3:1-2 (ESV)

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason 
why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall 
be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
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• This reveals the loving missional nature of God.

• He reached out to us by becoming like us and living among 
us, so that we could become his children through faith in 
Christ.
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Commenting on 1:12-13,

Those who receive the Word are 
identical with those who believe in his 
name, and they are identical with those 
who are born of God.

– D. A. Carson



Incarnation     John 1:1-18

• Let’s examine God’s missionary nature.  

• It is the source of the missional impulse of the church.
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• This is God’s missionary nature.  

• God became like us in order to interact with us – and 
ultimately to bring us back into relationship with him.
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• Let’s review what we believe regarding Jesus being truly God 
and truly human.
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Incarnation: 

From Latin words meaning “in flesh”; refers 
to the act by which God’s eternal, infinite, 
divine Son took on a full human nature 
(including flesh and spirit) without losing His 
divinity, obliterating the humanity, or 
mixing divinity and humanity … 

– from Exploring Christian Theology: 
Volume 1, by Holsteen and Svigel
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Incarnation: 

The incarnate God-Man, Jesus Christ, is not 
divinity temporarily dwelling inside a man 
but the divine person of the Son of God 
having permanently added a human nature 
to His personhood; the result is one person 
with two complete natures.

– from Exploring Christian Theology: 
Volume 1, by Holsteen and Svigel
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• We said earlier that God’s missionary nature, as revealed in 
Christ, was the source of the missional impulse of the 
church.

• Our understanding of Jesus influences our understanding of 
mission.

• Our understanding of mission then influences our 
understanding of the church.
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• When we think of mission, we don’t start with our idea of 
the church and then try to get people to join it.

• In a way, that is getting it all backwards.



Incarnation     Application

• Rather, we think of Jesus and how he reached out to us.

• We then incarnate ourselves among groups of people.

• They may not know Jesus, but we do.

• They know us and can relate to us better than to the Jesus 
they do not know.
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• The church takes on the character or personality of the 
people that make it up – and changes somewhat as new 
people come into it.

• In that way, churches are different in different places and 
among different people.

• New churches are added as new people come to know Jesus.
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• God’s missionary nature, as revealed in Christ, is the source 
of the missional impulse of the church.

• When we start with Jesus, it leads us to mission and Jesus 
then builds his church.


