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• About a month ago we were in Luke 11 and we looked at the 
prayer we call the Lord’s Prayer or the Our Father. 

• We titled that message Jesus on Prayer because at that point 
Jesus was teaching his disciples on the topic pf prayer.
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• This message is called Jesus in Prayer because in this passage 
Jesus is praying to his Father – the longest example we have 
of such a prayer.

• Some call it the Lord’s High Priestly Prayer.
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• The setting is the night before Jesus is crucified.

• Christ is fulfilling the role of a high priest by interceding for 
his followers – both in prayer and by going to the cross.

• He prays for both those present (the disciples that were with 
him) and future (people like us).
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This is a great portion of Scripture … It is a 
revelation to us of the communication 
which, I think, constantly passes between 
the Lord Jesus and the Father in heaven … 
He is our great Intercessor.  He prays for 
you and for me.  If you forgot to pray this 
morning, He didn’t.

– J. Vernon McGee (1904 – 1988)
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• Hebrews 7:23-25 (ESV)
23 The former priests were many in number, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he 
holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost 
those who draw near to God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them.
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• There may be no other place in Scripture where we stand on 
such holy ground as here.

• Nowhere else are we so exposed to such an intimate glimpse 
into the relationship between the Son and the Father.
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• Two requests:
• Pray (by reading) this prayer repeatedly this week –

perhaps daily.
• Get together in small groups and pray some element of it 

for one another today before we close.
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We may well despair of doing justice to 
the deep thoughts of this prayer, which 
volumes would not exhaust.  Who is 
worthy to speak or to write about such 
sacred words?

– Alexander Maclaren (1826 – 1910)
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1. Glorify Your Son     17:1-5

2. Sanctify Them     17:6-19

3. That They May All Be One     17:20-26
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• In this section Jesus prays primarily for himself.

• His first petition is “glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 
you,” later repeated as,

• “glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had 
with you before the world existed.”
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The petition not only reveals the conscious 
divinity of the Son, but also His willing 
acceptance of the Cross; for the glorifying 
sought is that reached through death, 
resurrection, and ascension, and that 
introductory clause, ‘the hour has come,’ 
points to the impending sufferings as the 
first step in the answer to the petition.

– Alexander Maclaren (1826 – 1910)
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• Jesus knows he is approaching the cross.

• He is ready for it.

• And he knows that glory will come to both him and the 
Father when he follows through with his sacrificial mission.
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• 17:3    Jesus also gives us what amounts to a description of 
eternal life.

• It is not a mere continuation of earthly life.

• It is the life imparted to us by entering into a personal 
knowledge of God through Jesus Christ.
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• Now Jesus prays for his disciples.

• He begins by expressing the relationship they have both the 
Father and with himself.
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• 17:6-11     The Father has given the disciples to the Son and 
the Son has revealed the Father to these disciples.

• Jesus now asks the Father to keep them since he, the Son, is 
going away.
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In short, Jesus prays that God will keep his 
followers in firm fidelity to the revelation 
Jesus himself has mediated to them. The 
purpose of such faithful allegiance, Jesus 
avers, is that they may be one as we are 
one.

– D. A. Carson, Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School 



2. Sanctify Them     17:6-19

• 17:6-11     The purpose of their being kept is that they may 
experience the unity that the Father and Son already  
experience.
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The unity of the church must spring from 
the common life that is imparted to all 
believers by the new birth; and it is 
manifested in their love for Christ and for 
one another as they face a hostile world.

– Merrill C. Tenney (1904 – 1985)
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• 17:6-11     So this unity is not merely external.

• It starts with a sharing of that same eternal life which has 
been imparted to the disciples by Jesus.
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• 17:12-15     Jesus reminds his disciples that thus far all has 
gone according to plan.

• God even had a plan for the betrayal of Judas, using this as 
the means to send Christ to the cross.

• (At that moment, they did not yet know of the betrayal.)
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• 17:16-19     Sanctification is the process by which we are 
made holy.

• Norman Geisler, following many other theologians, sees 
three stages in the overall battle to defeat sin in the lives of 
God’s children.



2. Sanctify Them     17:6-19

Justification (deliverance from the penalty
of sin) is a past action for all believers, 
accomplished at the cross.

– Norman Geisler, Chancellor, 
Veritas Evangelical Seminary
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Sanctification (deliverance from the power 
of sin) is a present and continuous process 
of believers becoming Christlike, 
accomplished by the Holy Spirit’s power 
and presence.

– Norman Geisler, Chancellor, 
Veritas Evangelical Seminary
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Glorification (deliverance from the 
presence of sin) will take place at Christ’s 
return – the dawning of the eternal 
kingdom.

– Norman Geisler, Chancellor, 
Veritas Evangelical Seminary
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• 17:16-19     Jesus prays for his disciples’ sanctification.

• The Holy Spirit will accomplish this as they grow in their 
knowledge of the truth – of God’s inspired Word.
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Jesus prayed for … the disciples’ 
sanctification (17:17). He stresses that 
this sanctification will be brought about 
by the truth, that is, by their increasing 
knowledge and understanding of God’s 
word. 

– Samuel Ngewa, 
Africa International University
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The disciples would need such 
sanctification because they would be 
living in a world that did not value it but 
was opposed to God’s will (17:18). They 
did, however, have a pattern to follow: 
Jesus himself, who submitted totally to 
the will of God (17:19). 

– Samuel Ngewa, 
Africa International University
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• 17:19     Had Christ not died in our place, we could never 
have begun to be made holy.

• Christ’s death paves the way for our sanctification, just as 
much as it makes possible our justification or our 
glorification.
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• Here Jesus prays for all believers, including future believers 
like us.

• Jesus at this point envisions a church that continues through 
centuries of history and extends to the ends of the earth.
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• Since each of us is personally connected to God through 
Jesus Christ, we form one extended body of believers.

• God’s love permeates the whole and holds us all together.

• Someday we will understand better what that is like.
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Continuous, full, perfect was the love that 
knit the Father to the Son, and 
continuous, full and perfect was the 
consciousness of abiding in that love, 
which lay like light upon … Him … And all 
that love Christ gives to us as deep, as 
continuous, as unreserved.  Alas! Alas! Is 
that our experience, Christian people?

– Alexander Maclaren (1826 – 1910)
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• Again, someday we will understand better what that is like, 
but our experiences of both God’s love and our love for one 
another still need to begin today.

• If Christ dwells in our hearts through faith, then God’s love is 
present and waiting to be experienced.
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• Again, Jesus is our great intercessor.

• He prayed for you while he was still on this earth and he is 
praying for you right now.
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God always hears and answers Jesus’ 
prayer just the way He prays it.  God 
answers my prayer also, but not always 
the way I pray it – sometimes He must 
answer my prayer with a no, or He may 
accomplish what I ask by a completely 
different method or at a different time.

– J. Vernon McGee (1904 – 1988)
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• Hebrews 7:23-25 (ESV)

• 23 The former priests were many in number, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he 
holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost 
those who draw near to God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them.
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• We have now sat and listened in on one of the most 
important prayers ever spoken by human lips.

• Two requests:
• Pray (by reading) this prayer repeatedly this week –

perhaps daily.
• Get together in small groups and pray some element of it 

for one another right now before we close.


