
False Teachers and Future Judgment 2 Peter 2:1-10 
 
2 Peter 2:1-10 Introduction 

 Ruth Graham once said, “If God does not one day judge America, he will have to apologize to 
Sodom and Gomorrah!” 

 Her point was well taken.  If God is so righteous that He has to judge sin sooner or later, then 
why should anyone think they can rebel against God and escape? 
 

 Peter makes the same point in this passage.  First, he explains to us that we should really expect 
false teachers to infiltrate the church.  But then he will give us several examples of God’s 
judgment on rebellion in the past – including the example of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 

 His conclusion will be that no one, especially those false teachers who willingly spread rebellion 
against God, can hope to escape the Lord’s inevitable judgment. 
 

The church will continually face false teachers, but those teachers will one day face the judgment 
of God. 

 
2 Peter 2:1-10 Outline 

I. We have to beware of false teachers,  2:1-3 
II. For God has judged sin in the past,      2:4-8 

III. And He will do so again in the future.  2:9-10 
 

We have to beware of false teachers, 2:1-3 

 2:1     The people that Peter is talking about are the people of Israel. 

 False prophets were a constant danger, and God wanted the people to take this danger very 
seriously.  Listen to what He says in Deuteronomy 13. 

 So just as false prophets continually arose among the people of Israel, we can expect there to be 
false teachers in the church. 
 

 2:1     The word heresy originally meant “choice, opinion or variant.”  

 It later came to mean “a sect or a party,” but still in a neutral sense.  Luke uses it of: 
o The Sadducees in Acts 5:17 
o The Pharisees in Acts 26:5 
o Christians in Acts 28:22 

 

 2:1     Later, it took on a negative meaning, which is clearly how Peter uses it here. 

 These heresies are “destructive” and they directly attack Jesus Christ or His authority over their 
lives.  Sadly, however, when these teachers deny Jesus, they attack the very “Lord who bought 
them,” who paid the price for their sins. 
 

 Chuck Smith, in the Word for Today Bible: 
o “False prophets deny the deity of Jesus Christ.  They say Jesus was the brother of Lucifer 

or Jesus was Michael, the archangel.  They would reduce Jesus to the angelic class, to a 
created being, making Him something less than God.” 

 This may not be the only way false teachers can lead people astray, but it is certainly one of the 
most common. 



 2:2     We might imagine that somehow false teachers would be doomed to certain failure. 

 Instead we find that the false teachers will gain a large following. 

 While Peter doesn’t say that all popular teachings or teachers are false, we should likewise 
never suppose that just because a teaching is popular, it is therefore true. 
 

 2:3     Here we see their motive:   

 They are “covetous,” meaning they actively seek money, position or notoriety for themselves. 

 Their goal for their ministry is not the glory of God or the benefit of others, but clear-cut self-
interest.  And they will make up stories or doctrines in order to deceive and exploit the unwary. 
 

 2:3     Nonetheless, Peter assures us that their judgment is inevitable. 

 This is really the main point of the passage. 
 

The church will continually face false teachers, but those teachers will one day face the judgment 
of God. 

 
For God has judged sin in the past,      2:4-8 

 Peter now offers us three examples to help make his case that God will in fact act in judgment 
eventually: 

o The first one involves fallen angels. 
o The second one looks at Noah. 
o The third looks at Lot in the midst of Sodom 

 With each succeeding example Peter’s point becomes more distinct. 
 

 2:4     The example of fallen angels 

 Here Peter gives us an intriguing peek into a world we don’t really know much about. 

 Angels, who once served God face-to-face, somehow rebelled against him. 

 Some have connected this passage with the “sons of God” that are briefly mentioned in Genesis 
6:1-4. 
 

 Peter may well have had that passage in mind, but we still won’t chase any farther down that 
particular trail. 

 First of all, it’s a fairly weird story that the Bible doesn’t make much effort to explain. 

 Secondly, the Genesis passage is not crucial to Peter’s point. 
 

 Warren Wiersbe makes a very wise remark: 
o “It is not necessary to debate the hidden mysteries of this verse in order to get the main 

message: God judges rebellion and will not spare those who reject His will. If God judged 
the angels, who in many respects are higher than men, then certainly He will judge 
rebellious men.” 

 

 Peter wants us to see two things: 
o No one is exempt from judgment – not even angels who sin. 
o Judgment, even when delayed, is still certain. 

 These angels are being held in Tartarus, which for the Greeks and Greek-speaking Jews was a 
name for the lowest part of the netherworld. 
 



 2:5     The example Noah and his family 

 For a glimpse into the world of Noah, we can read Genesis 6:11-12. 

 We don’t have any record of Noah’s message, but Peter calls Noah “a preacher of 
righteousness.” 

 At the very least, he must have had to answer plenty of questions during all the years he spent 
building the ark. 
 

 In the end, only his family listened to him. 

 We can still learn two more lessons from the example of this righteous man. 
o Judgment, though inevitable, can be escaped. 
o We should offer that hope of escape to others even if nobody listens. 

 

 2:6-8     The example of Lot in Sodom 

 Lot was clearly a flawed individual, so it may seem odd to us that Peter uses him as an example 
of a righteous man.  But we are flawed as well, living in the midst of our own present day 
“Sodoms.”  No doubt we have noticed that it’s very difficult to keep ourselves pure when we, 
like Lot, are surrounded by “filthy conduct.” 
 

 So we should be able to identify with Lot – and that seems to be Peter’s point. 

 Lot was flawed and imperfect, but longed for something better – and no doubt felt miserable 
when he considered his own sin. 

 Meanwhile, outside – and maybe inside – his  home there were numerous pressures to conform 
to the society in which he lived. 
 

 “Lot’s torment is essentially mental rather than physical, a stress felt in his soul as he tries to 
maintain a righteous life in an unrighteous environment … Lot experienced the pressures of 
everyday life in the midst of people who did not share his values or commitments.”  (Kraftchick) 
 

 Two more lessons from this third example: 
o First, not only is judgment promised, but its pattern has been revealed – it will be a 

judgment of fire.  See 3:7.  Further, see Revelation 20:11-15. 
o Secondly, living the kind of life God desires in a world rushing headlong toward 

judgment is going to be tough. 
 

 Finally, Lucas & Green summarize this entire section like this: 
o “We may know nothing of angels and their rebellion, and the loneliness of Noah’s 

faithful witness may be alien to us, but Lot lived in our world, facing the pressures to 
conform and compromise that are so familiar to us.” 
 

The church will continually face false teachers, but those teachers will one day face the judgment 
of God. 

 
  



And He will do so again in the future.  2:9-10 

 Here Peter drives his point home. 

 If God delivered Noah and his family when the flood came upon the earth,  

 And if God delivered righteous Lot before the fire fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah, 

 Then God can deliver you and me and anyone who desires to escape, while at the same time, He 
“reserves the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment.” 
 

 2:10     In this verse Peter gives us two more descriptive details of the false teachers. 
o They walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, similar to the filthy conduct 

of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
o They despise authority.  This unfortunately gives Peter and any other church leaders 

little power to slow them down.   
 

 2:10    Weirsbe says, The picture here is of proud people who try to build themselves up while 
they try to tear down everybody else. They show no respect for authority and are not afraid to 
attack and defame people in high positions.” 

 The false teachers obviously despise church authority, but this may include civil authority. 

 Ultimately they also despise the authority of the Lord Himself.  They know best. 
 

The church will continually face false teachers, but those teachers will one day face the judgment 
of God. 

 
2 Peter 2:1-10 Conclusions 

 False teaching and false teachers entered into the churches very early, while Peter and other 
apostles were still alive. 

 We need to be warned and need to be established upon the solid foundation of the Word of 
God.  

 We need to also remember that judgment is certainly coming – and false teachers will be among 
those who will not escape. 
 

 Peter gave us three illustrations to make his case.  Each of the three made two points. 

 To sum them up, the six are as follows. 
 

 From the fallen angels: 
o No-one is exempt from judgment. 
o Judgment, though delayed, is still real. 

 

 From Noah and his family 
o God’s inevitable judgment can be escaped. 
o We are to hold that offer out to others, even if they refuse it. 

 

 From Lot in the midst of Sodom 
o The pattern of judgment by fire has now been revealed. 
o Living a godly life in an ungodly world is going to be tough, but we can still do it. 

 
 
 



 Finally, the way of escape is there for us. 

 We need to submit ourselves to the authority of Jesus Christ – the one to whom all authority has 
finally been given. 

 He is the Lord who bought us. 

 He knows how to deliver us out of temptations. 

 All judgment has been placed in His hands. 
 

 “Realizing our propensity to follow ways that are dangerous to our souls, are we willing to follow 
the Good Shepherd and surrender our minds and hearts to his leadership?” 

o I’Ching Thomas of RZIM 
 


