
Counterfeit Ministers with Counterfeit Ministries 2 Peter 2:10-22 
 
2 Peter 2:10-22     Introduction 

 We live at a time when traditional Christian morals are being rejected, not just by the world, but 
by the church.  “Open-minded” Christians see the old morality as outdated or legalistic. 

 Why not have the occasional affair or get a divorce?  Why get married anyway – unless it’s to 
embrace your true homosexual identity? 

 What would Peter think? 
 

 Peter was already seeing a strikingly similar sort of compromise in a church beginning to accept 
the Greco-Roman values of his day.  He was not the least bit pleased. 

 It is crucial that we see the true nature of the counterfeit teachers and ministries that would 
encourage such compromise. 

 We dare not attempt to plead ignorance before God when eternity is on the line. 
 

 What may appear to the unwary as a reasonable alternative to traditional Christianity turns out 
to be a dangerous form of apostasy from it. 

 Again, that form of apostasy that Peter was so upset about is much like what we see infiltrating 
the church at the present time. 
 

Satan is a great counterfeit.  His counterfeit ministers preach a counterfeit gospel, but their 
ultimate end is destruction. 
 

2 Peter 2:10-22     Outline 
I. Identifying a Counterfeit Minister     2:10-16 

II. Identifying a Counterfeit Ministry     2:17-22 
 

Identifying a Counterfeit Minister   2:10-16 

 First of all, we have to admit that we don’t have complete information on these particular 
counterfeit ministers or their ministries. 

 What we have here from Peter is a bit like hearing one side of a phone conversation. 

 We don’t hear the counterfeit teaching itself, only Peter’s response, so some of the details are 
missing.    
 

 Still, what Peter gives us is certainly enough. 

 It reveals that people just like these are out there today, trying their hardest to corrupt the 
gospel and use it to their own deceitful ends. 

 Peter clearly sees them as enemies. 

 There is only so much respect you can show to those who are out to destroy people’s souls and 
drag them down to destruction. 
 

 2:10b     They are presumptuous and self-willed, or “bold and willful” as the ESV describes them. 

 Their audacity becomes apparent as they remove the most inconvenient parts of Christian 
doctrine or ethics – especially those parts that limit their self-indulgence. 
 

 2:10b-11     As an example of their boldness, they speak evil of “dignitaries” or “glories,” – 
probably evil angels. 



 Possibly, they denied the influence or the existence of the demonic, making themselves all the 
more susceptible to it. 

 Whatever the exact error was, these counterfeit ministers had more boldness than even the 
good angels dared to show. 
 

 2:12     They had all the sense and self-control of mere animals – and they were only preparing 
themselves for slaughter. 

 It’s clear that Peter is not speaking here of the legitimate servant of God who “falls into error” or 
“falls into sin” – someone who is simply in need of correction. 

 Peter assures us that these are corrupt to the core and headed straight for destruction. 
 

 2:13     wages of unrighteousness     They will eventually get what they deserve. 

 pleasure is the Greek word hēdonē, from which we get our word “hedonism.” 

 carouse in the daytime – absolutely shameless in their partying, they don’t even try to hide it. 

 Yet they still take part in the fellowship meals of the church. 
 

 2:13     Spots and blemishes – there is a wordplay here with words in 3:14. 

 We should be “without spot and blameless” like a living sacrifice to God. 

 The counterfeit ministers are like animals unfit to be sacrificed or priests unfit for service due to 
some defect. 
 

 2:14     eyes full of adultery     They desire every woman that they see. 

 That cannot cease from sin     Regardless of what else they do, sin is their main business. 

 How different from the genuine child of God whose conscience is made sensitive by the Holy 
Spirit. 

 If we really know Jesus, we rightly agonize or grieve over the ways that we displease God. 
 

 2:14     Enticing – literally “to catch by using bait,” like dangling a worm before a fish but then 
catching it with the hook. 

 The counterfeits are trolling for unstable souls – those who are not yet firm in their faith and are 
possibly new believers. 

 Their rampant covetousness keeps them on the lookout for possible victims. 

 They are “accursed” – the devil’s offspring. 
 

 2:14 An example from personal life: 

 I once spoke with a man whose wife was seduced by their pastor a several years back. 

 The affair went on for some time. 

 After it was discovered, they found out that she was only one of his many conquests. 

 Thankfully, their marriage survived. 

 Peter seemingly knew ministers just like that. 
 

 2:15-16     The example of Balaam 

 Balaam was hired by Balak king of Moab to curse the Israelites for pay.  (Numbers 22-24) 

 His donkey was smarter than he was. 

 The curses failed, but Balaam eventually urged the Moabite women to seduce the Israelite men 
at their ritual feasts, introducing them to both immorality and idolatry.  



 He was later killed by the Israelites. 
 

 The sins of Balaam combined love of money, counterfeit religion and sexual immorality. 

 He led the people into idolatry and sexual sin – and was motivated to do so by his greed. 

 Peter’s counterfeit ministers are also enticing God’s people, now the church, down a path of 
moral and theological compromise. 
 

Satan is a great counterfeit.  His counterfeit ministers preach a counterfeit gospel, but their 
ultimate end is destruction. 
 

Identifying a Counterfeit Ministry   2:17-22 

 2:17 wells without water     Contrast John 4:13-14 and 7:37-38.  Also note Jeremiah 2:13. 

 Humanity has an inborn thirst for reality, or a thirst for the divine. 

 “Thou hast made us for Thyself,” said Augustine, “and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
Thee.”  

 A counterfeit ministry can never satisfy an authentic thirst for God. 
 

 2:18 If these false teachers really have nothing to offer, how do they attract their followers?  
How do they build a ministry? 

 Peter reveals three factors in their success: 
o They prey on ungrounded or recent converts.  These are new believers or those still 

oriented to former ways – those with a relatively shallow faith.  In other words, all the 
most vulnerable people in the church. 

o They tempt them through desires of the flesh.  Let’s face it, the desires of the flesh can 
have a serious influence on our thinking.  This is especially true for someone relatively 
weak or ungrounded in their faith. 

o Their teaching is, literally, “puffed up emptiness.”  It’s nonsense, but false teachers tend 
to be intelligent, persuasive speakers.  Nonsense is nonsense, even if the person saying 
it went to Harvard, but someone with only a surface grasp of the Bible won’t have much 
discernment. 

 

 2:19 The problem words like “liberty” or “freedom” (ESV), when used in biblical teaching, is 
that they can be both attractive and ambiguous at the same time. 

 So counterfeit ministers like to exploit the ambiguity of the word.   

 They make their case by saying that they are on the side of “liberty” or “freedom.” 

 And who wants to be against liberty? 
 

 2:19 Then they tend to characterize traditional Christian morals as “legalistic.” 

 And no Christian wants to be a “legalist.”   

 Paul, for example, fought against the legalism of the Judaizers. 

 So what was once considered biblical morality is now considered “bondage to legalism.” 

 And “freedom” means the freedom to do what used to be called “sin.” 
 

 2:19 Their freedom is an empty promise. 

 The counterfeit ministers are actually “slaves of corruption.”   

 They themselves are in total bondage to sin. 



 Jesus, on the other hand, does not offer freedom to commit sin, but rather offers freedom from 
bondage to sin.   

o See John 8:34-36.  (Peter seems to have this teaching of Jesus in mind.) 
 

 2:20-21     This could be a troublesome passage for some. 

 Many of us have sinned grievously after coming to a knowledge of Jesus. 

 The devil would certainly like to beat us up with this passage and try to convince us that there is 
no forgiveness or restoration possible in our case. 
 

 2:20-21     If these were true believers who had gone astray, Peter would have encouraged his 
readers to rescue these backsliders. 

o See James 5:19-20. 

 Peter did not encourage his readers to turn these sinners from their error. 

 Instead, he condemned them as apostates in some of the strongest language found anywhere in 
the New Testament! 
 

 2:22     He finally compares the counterfeit ministers with dogs and pigs. 

 Peter may or may not have been an animal lover, but let’s not hold this verse against him. 

 Dogs and pigs were simply “unclean” animals that had, well, some fairly disgusting habits. 

 Jesus used the same animals for comparison in Matthew 7:6. 
 

 2:22     When the dog vomited, it probably made him feel better for a time – but he sooner or 
later went right back to it. 

 A pig can get cleaned up, but, given the chance, will go right back to wallowing in the mud. 

 Dogs go back to their vomit – and other stuff.  Pigs won’t stay clean for very long. 

 Similarly, the counterfeits may have looked better and even felt better – temporarily. 
 

 2:22     Years ago, J. Vernon McGee introduced the concept of The Prodigal Pig, connected with 
this verse.  The idea is this: 

 The prodigal son ended up in the pigpen, but couldn’t stand it there, so he went home to his 
father’s house.  A pig followed him, got all cleaned up, and tried to live in the father’s house 
with the formerly prodigal son. 
 

 2:22     But just as the son wasn’t happy in the pigpen, the pig wasn’t happy in the house.   

 The pig just wasn’t a son, so he went back to the pigpen where he felt at home. 

 Being a pig, he really belonged in the pigpen, not in the house with the family. 

 (Arnold Ziffel of Green Acres fame was a rare exception.  He was cool.) 
 

 2:22     Sometimes, God’s children can go astray and can get themselves pretty dirty. 

 But if we wait long enough they come home. 

 On the other hand, the pigs might like to try things out in the church. 

 So they get cleaned up, act really religious, maybe even teach a Sunday school class or get 
involved with some other ministry. 
 

 2:22     They eventually become discontent and go back to “wallowing in the mire.” 

 Their life looks no different than before they ever came to their so-called “faith in Christ.” 

 Sons can’t stand life in the pigpen and pigs can’t stand life in the house. 



 Further, the sort of ministries that attempt to lead sons into the pigpen are counterfeit and will 
be revealed as such in due time. 
 

 2:22     At the moment we’re looking at a long road with a pigpen on one end and the father’s 
house on the other.  Sons and pigs are travelling back and forth. 

 Some are heading in the wrong direction or are in the wrong place right now. 

 We just have to proclaim the truth and wait long enough to see where they all end up. 
 

Satan is a great counterfeit.  His counterfeit ministers preach a counterfeit gospel, but their 
ultimate end is destruction. 

 
2 Peter 2:10-22     Conclusions 

 As early as the days of the apostles there were those who attempted to use the ministry as a 
means to engage in self-indulgence. 

 They win converts by distorting the gospel and are often motivated by their own greed. 

 They are usually slaves to their own bodily appetites and look for unstable, ungrounded people 
that they can seduce or deceive. 
 

 Further, as to the teaching: 

 Jesus came to save us from our sins, not to give us the freedom to indulge them. 

 It doesn’t matter how nicely they can word it. 

 Any ministry that defines itself by giving you the freedom to indulge your carnal desires while 
questioning traditional Christian morals is simply wrong. 
 

 Finally, we live in a day when too many false teachers are treated with great respect. 

 The apostles saw them very differently and straightforwardly confronted their error. 

 We should do the same – and completely reject their influence. 

 “The purpose of life,” said P. T. Forsyth, “is not to find your freedom, but to find your master.”  
 

 Warren Wiersbe also had it right: 
o “There can be no freedom or fulfillment apart from submission to Jesus Christ … Just as a 

gifted musician finds freedom and fulfillment putting himself or herself under the 
discipline of a great artist, or an athlete under the discipline of a great coach, so the 
believer finds true freedom and fulfillment under the authority of Jesus Christ.” 
 

Satan is a great counterfeit.  His counterfeit ministers preach a counterfeit gospel, but their 
ultimate end is destruction. 

 


