
Book 20: Proverbs
Solomon’s Wisdom

Jewish tradition says that Solomon wrote three books at three different times of 
his life.  He wrote the Song of Solomon as a young man in love, Ecclesiastes as 
an old man after years of unfaithfulness to God led to serious disillusionment. 
He wrote Proverbs in the middle, at the peak of his acquired wisdom.

Proverbs: Introduction
• The book of Proverbs introduces itself better than perhaps any other biblical 

book.

• See Proverbs 1:1-7

• Verse 1:7 is the key to the whole book – and one of the most important 
verses in the Bible.

“The book of Proverbs is about godly wisdom, how to get it, and how to 
use it.  It’s about priorities and principles, not get-rich-quick schemes or 
success formulas. It tells you, not how to make a living, but how to be 
skillful in the lost art of making a life.” – Warren Wiersbe

“A proverb is a wise saying in which a few words are chosen instead of 
many, with a design to condense wisdom into a a brief form both to aid 
memory and stimulate study. … Only profound meditation will reveal 
what is hidden in these moral and spiritual maxims.” – A. T. Pierson

“This wisdom that Solomon imparts is some of the most practical advice 
that we could ever have, from the wisest man ever, other than Jesus 
Himself. It is not just archaic wisdom that was beneficial back in biblical 
days, but is as contemporary today as it was back then.  It contains 
timeless principles for living.”  – Chuck Smith

Proverbs: 
Sample Topics

• Wealth 10:22 11:4

• Laziness/Diligence 12:24,27    13:4

• Friendship 12:26 27:6, 17

• Pride/Humility 16:18-19    29:23

• Family Life 18:22 21:9

• Child-rearing 22:6 23:13-14



Proverbs: 
Sample Chapter

• Chapter 3

• Wisdom

• Trust in God 

• Fear of God

• Giving

• Kindness to Others

Proverbs: 
Final Chapter

• Chapter 31
Though much of the book of Proverbs seems specifically directed toward 
men, the final section 31:10-31, outlines the blessings and benefits of a 
godly woman – especially a godly wife.

Proverbs: 
One More Passage

Get wisdom! Get understanding!
Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.
Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;
Love her, and she will keep you.
Wisdom is the principal thing;
Therefore get wisdom.  And in all your getting, get understanding.

– Proverbs 4:5-7 (NKJV)


