
Book 21: EcclesiastesBook 21: Ecclesiastes
The Search for the Meaning of Life Here on EarthThe Search for the Meaning of Life Here on Earth

•• The term The term EcclesiastesEcclesiastes means “preacher” or “teacher” – one who addresses means “preacher” or “teacher” – one who addresses  
a gathering of people.a gathering of people.

•• Read 1 Kings 11:4-8 for the  background to this book.Read 1 Kings 11:4-8 for the  background to this book.

•• We may suppose that late in life King Solomon brought his people togetherWe may suppose that late in life King Solomon brought his people together  
and read these words aloud to the assembly.and read these words aloud to the assembly.

•• Ecclesiastes is in the Bible to show the pointlessness of all worldly pursuits.Ecclesiastes is in the Bible to show the pointlessness of all worldly pursuits.

•• It shows that our happiness does not lie in any natural wisdom orIt shows that our happiness does not lie in any natural wisdom or  
knowledge, nor wealth, nor honor, nor power, nor pleasure, nor even in theknowledge, nor wealth, nor honor, nor power, nor pleasure, nor even in the  
external trappings of religion.external trappings of religion.

•• Only a life lived in service to the Lord gives meaning to all these otherOnly a life lived in service to the Lord gives meaning to all these other  
things. things. 

•• Without Him, they all turn out to be meaningless in the end.Without Him, they all turn out to be meaningless in the end.

•• This book illustrates Christ’s words from John 4:13, “Whoever drinks of thisThis book illustrates Christ’s words from John 4:13, “Whoever drinks of this  
water shall thirst again.”water shall thirst again.”

•• Ecclesiastes is the heart cry of a believer who has lost his way.Ecclesiastes is the heart cry of a believer who has lost his way.

•• Solomon is desperately searching for meaning in a life without God. Solomon is desperately searching for meaning in a life without God. 

•• It is noteworthy that nowhere in this book does the Teacher use theIt is noteworthy that nowhere in this book does the Teacher use the  
personal name of God “Yahweh” revealed to the Jewish people.personal name of God “Yahweh” revealed to the Jewish people.

•• The key word in the book is:The key word in the book is:

Vanity – used 37 timesVanity – used 37 times
Pointlessness, meaninglessness, uselessness, waste, nonsensePointlessness, meaninglessness, uselessness, waste, nonsense

•• The key phrases in the book are:The key phrases in the book are:

“under the sun” – 29 times“under the sun” – 29 times
“on”, “upon”, or “to the earth” – 8 times“on”, “upon”, or “to the earth” – 8 times

“under heaven” – 3 times“under heaven” – 3 times



“It is the message that everything on earth, even at its best, is fleeting and“It is the message that everything on earth, even at its best, is fleeting and  
unsatisfying, and that the heart of man was made for God and will not find restunsatisfying, and that the heart of man was made for God and will not find rest  
and satisfaction till it finds realization in Him who is changeless, absolute, andand satisfaction till it finds realization in Him who is changeless, absolute, and  
permanent.”permanent.”

–– Merrill F. UngerMerrill F. Unger

“You do not have to go outside the Bible to find the merely human philosophy“You do not have to go outside the Bible to find the merely human philosophy  
of life.  God has given us the book of Ecclesiastes, the record of all that humanof life.  God has given us the book of Ecclesiastes, the record of all that human  
thinking and natural religion has ever been able to discover concerning thethinking and natural religion has ever been able to discover concerning the  
meaning and goal of life.”meaning and goal of life.”

–– Henrietta MearsHenrietta Mears

Interpreting EcclesiastesInterpreting Ecclesiastes

•• Solomon’s viewpoints often differ from the viewpoints of God.Solomon’s viewpoints often differ from the viewpoints of God.

•• Certain statements in this book are simply wrong!Certain statements in this book are simply wrong!

•• Therefore, this book is frequently used by cults to teach strange doctrinesTherefore, this book is frequently used by cults to teach strange doctrines  
or unbelievers to point out “contradictions” in the Bible.or unbelievers to point out “contradictions” in the Bible.

A Sample of EcclesiastesA Sample of Ecclesiastes

•• Chapter 1Chapter 1

•• Chapter 2Chapter 2

•• Chapter 3:18-22Chapter 3:18-22

•• Chapter 12:13-14Chapter 12:13-14


