
Book 24: Jeremiah
The Weeping Prophet

• Jeremiah prophesied in the years leading up to and just following the fall of 
Jerusalem.

• He witnessed Babylon’s attacks and three separate waves of captivity.

• He saw the destruction of the Temple and the ruin of the city.

• Jeremiah is often called “the weeping prophet” because his prophecies were 
so often filled with a sense of sadness and mourning.

• In one of the gloomiest periods in the history of the nation, Jeremiah 
continually delivered bad news.

• His sadness very accurately expressed the heart of God who, in the midst of 
judgment, was grieved by the depth of the people’s sin.

• Judgment came upon Judah and Jerusalem for their stubborn disobedience.

• So at this time of severe judgment, God called a man with a sensitive heart 
to communicate tearful messages.

• But despite his many sincere warnings, the people did not turn from their 
wrongdoing.

• Instead, their worship of idols and blatant rebellion and sin against God 
kept getting worse.

• Jeremiah’s compassion comes through clearly throughout this book.

• Just as the nation rejected Jeremiah, they were rejecting a compassionate 
and loving God.

• And as the people hardened in their rebellion, God continued to speak, 
trying to draw them back to Himself.

• Blatant, continuous sin inevitably leads to tragedy.

• But the Lord is faithful; His love never fails. 

• So the Book of Jeremiah also contains wonderful promises of future blessing 
to the nation of Israel.



Jeremiah: A Few Facts

• Jeremiah is the only major or minor prophet to give us more than one book. 
(Jeremiah & Lamentations)

• He was the only prophet that God told not to pray for the nation. (7)

• Jeremiah is the only man in the Bible that God told not to get married. (16)

• He was the most hated and persecuted of the Old Testament prophets.

• It appears from his book that, during his 40 years of ministry, not one 
person ever responded to his preaching with repentance.

• Jeremiah’s ministry spanned the reigns of five kings plus the time of a 
governor who ruled under Babylon.

• He is the only prophet to give us an eyewitness account of the destruction 
of Jerusalem.

• “Babylon” appears in Jeremiah over 160 times, more than in the rest of the 
Bible put together.

• God is called “the Lord of Hosts (or Armies)” some 80 times in Jeremiah.

• “Backsliding” is another key word, appearing 13 times.

Jeremiah: Key Passages

• Jeremiah's Calling 1:4-10

• Broken Cisterns 2:13

• Jeremiah’s Sorrow 20:7-18

• False Prophets 23:21-22

• Judah’s Return 29:10-14

• Call to Me 33:3

• Stubbornness 44:15-18 

• The New Covenant 31:31-34


