
Book 30: Amos
“Seek good and not evil, that you may live;

So that the Lord God of Hosts will be with you…” – Amos 5:14

Introduction:

● Amos, a shepherd and a fig grower from Judah, is called to prophesy in Israel.

● His message is harsh and full of judgment.

● Three sermons and five visions against Israel - but the nation did not listen.

● The book ends with a beautiful promise of restoration.

A Few Facts:

● This book is one of the Bible’s clearest calls for justice and righteousness.

● Like many people in the Bible, or even Jesus, Amos had no formal training for his 
ministry.

● The NT quotes Amos in Matthew, Acts and Romans.

Amos: What Others Say
“It is ever God’s way to prepare His servants in secret for the work they are afterwards to 
accomplish in public.  Moses at the backside of the desert; David … out upon the 
hillside; … Peter in his fishing boat; Paul in Arabia; and Amos following the flock … in 
the wilderness of Tekoa – all alike attest to this fact.  It is important to observe that only 
he who has thus learned of God in the school of obscurity is likely to shine in the blaze 
of publicity.” – Harry A. Ironside

“The book of Amos is one of the most readable, relevant and moving portions of the 
Word of God.  But in much of church history (until very recent times) little or no attention 
has been paid to it.  Why?  It is because the book speaks so powerfully against social  
injustices and religious formalism, and many who would otherwise read the book have 
been implicated in such sins and are condemned by it.”     – James  Montgomery Boice

Amos: Outline

1 – 2 Eight Declarations of Judgment      All beginning with: “Thus says the 
Lord: For three transgressions of (Place Name) and for four, I will not turn away its  
punishment.”

3 – 6 Three Sermons of Judgment           All beginning with: “Hear this word”

7:1 – 9:10 Five Visions of Judgment

9:11-15 One Huge Promise of Future Restoration for Israel



Amos: A Lesson in Intercession

Amos 7:1-6

● The first two of the visions of Amos involve a locust plague and a fire that God was 
going to bring upon the land.

● Amos prayed for mercy and in both cases it says “and the Lord relented concerning 
this.”

Amos: A Lesson in Boldness

Amos 7:10-17

● God sent Amos to prophesy in  the idolatrous city in Bethel.

● Amaziah the priest of Bethel  disapproved, reporting Amos to  the king and demanding 
that  Amos stop speaking.

● Amos responded by prophesying  judgment against Amaziah, thus  remaining faithful 
to his calling.

Learning from Amos about the Lord
● We can learn a lot about a person’s character by discovering what makes him or her 

angry. The same goes for God. We gain insight into the character of our Lord by 
seeing what moves Him to wrath.

● At your tables look at the following verses to determine the things that upset God:

2:4,     2:6-8,     4:1,     5:21-24,     6:1-9

● When we’re done, we’ll talk about what see and try to develop a common portrait of 
God as presented by the prophet Amos.

The final promise in 9:11-15 points to all of the following:

● The restoration of David’s dynasty (v.11)

● Israel’s supremacy over the nations, who will all worship Israel’s God (v.12)

● Abundant harvests (v.13)

● A return to Israel’s ancient cities (v.14)

● Permanent possession of that land (v.15)


