
Book 32: Jonah

– What if God called you to preach repentance among Al-Qaeda radicals in Pakistan?
– How would you respond?
– What issues would you have to work through before you left on your mission?
– What doubts would you struggle with?

– Jonah is the story of a prophet who did not want to preach.
– More accurately, he did not like the people God sent him to speak to.
– So he ran away, trying to go about 2000 miles in the opposite direction.
– This book is unique, because it is a message of grace to a Gentile nation.

Jonah: Bible Trivia
– Everything and everyone in the book obeys the Lord except the prophet Jonah.
– Jonah is one of two prophets from the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  The other is 

Hosea.
– The only other book in the Bible that ends with a “?” is also a prophecy to Nineveh. 

(See Nahum 3:19)

– Rather than go to Nineveh, Jonah went down to Joppa to flee from the presence of 
the Lord.  

– What later servant of the Lord  received a commission to speak to Gentiles while in 
Joppa?

– Peter (See Acts 10)

– In 1:17 it says that the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah.  There will 
be three other things that the book says God “prepared”.  

– Find them as we read through it.

Jonah: Outline
We can outline the book of Jonah very easily using the word FISH:

– Fleeing from God’s presence Chapter 1
– In the belly of the great fish  Chapter 2
– Speaking for God in Nineveh  Chapter 3
– Hoping for Nineveh’s ruin      Chapter 4

Jonah: Bible Trivia
– Things that God “prepared” in the book of Jonah:

– 1:17 a great fish
– 4:6 a plant
– 4:7 a worm
– 4:8 a vehement east wind

– Most skeptics, however, seem to focus only on the fish.



Jonah: Another Outline
Here’s another outline for the book:

– Chapter 1: Moving away from God
– Chapter 2: Returning to God
– Chapter 3: Learning to Walk with God outwardly
– Chapter 4: Learning to walk with God wholeheartedly

Which arrow describes your relationship with God at this moment?
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Looking again at the Bible story, 
what characteristics describe Jonah in each of these four chapters?

Other biblical references to Jonah the prophet:
– 1 Kings 14:25 mentions “Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath 

Hepher.”
– Jesus spoke of Jonah as if the entire story, fish and all, were true.  

– See Matthew 12:39-41, Luke 11:29-32.


