
Book 34: NahumBook 34: Nahum
God’s Judgment Against NinevehGod’s Judgment Against Nineveh

Nahum: IntroductionNahum: Introduction
•• The book of Nahum is the sequel to the book of Jonah.The book of Nahum is the sequel to the book of Jonah.

•• Some 100-150 years after Jonah’s visit to Nineveh the city and the nation were backSome 100-150 years after Jonah’s visit to Nineveh the city and the nation were back  
to their old ways.to their old ways.

•• Therefore God directed this prophecy of judgment against Assyria, the most powerfulTherefore God directed this prophecy of judgment against Assyria, the most powerful  
empire of its time.empire of its time.

Nahum the ProphetNahum the Prophet
•• The name The name NahumNahum means “comfort”. means “comfort”.

•• We don’t know much about him except that he came from We don’t know much about him except that he came from Elkosh Elkosh (1:1),(1:1),  but we’rebut we’re  
not sure where that was.not sure where that was.

•• One possibility is One possibility is CapernaumCapernaum, where Jesus made His home.  , where Jesus made His home.  

•• Capernaum can be translated as “Village of Comfort” or “Village of Nahum”.Capernaum can be translated as “Village of Comfort” or “Village of Nahum”.

The Facts on NinevehThe Facts on Nineveh
•• Nimrod, the founder of Babel, also  founded Nineveh. See Genesis 10:9-12Nimrod, the founder of Babel, also  founded Nineveh. See Genesis 10:9-12

•• Nineveh became the capital of the empire of Assyria – the dominating world powerNineveh became the capital of the empire of Assyria – the dominating world power  
from about 800 – 625 BC, when Babylon began to rise in power.from about 800 – 625 BC, when Babylon began to rise in power.

•• In 612 BC Nineveh fell to the Medes, Babylonians and Scythians.In 612 BC Nineveh fell to the Medes, Babylonians and Scythians.

Nahum: A Noteworthy ProphecyNahum: A Noteworthy Prophecy
•• Nahum 3:11 states that Nineveh, would be “hidden”.Nahum 3:11 states that Nineveh, would be “hidden”.

•• Its destruction was so complete that a few hundred years later Alexander the GreatIts destruction was so complete that a few hundred years later Alexander the Great  
marched his armies over the spot and never knew that Nineveh was ever there.  marched his armies over the spot and never knew that Nineveh was ever there.  

•• After over 2000 years the site was finally rediscovered in 1842.After over 2000 years the site was finally rediscovered in 1842.

•• Among the discoveries made since that time are palaces and a huge libraryAmong the discoveries made since that time are palaces and a huge library  
containing the records of the Assyrians.containing the records of the Assyrians.

•• In those records ten different kings of Israel are listed by name.In those records ten different kings of Israel are listed by name.

Nahum: OutlineNahum: Outline
•• Chapter 1:Chapter 1: Promise of DestructionPromise of Destruction

•• Chapter 2:Chapter 2: Details of DestructionDetails of Destruction

•• Chapter 3:Chapter 3: Reasons for DestructionReasons for Destruction



Reading through NahumReading through Nahum
As we read through the book of Nahum try to find verses that can help us the understandAs we read through the book of Nahum try to find verses that can help us the understand  

the following:the following:

•• The wickedness of NinevehThe wickedness of Nineveh

•• The nature or character God.The nature or character God.

•• What the destruction of Nineveh must have been like.What the destruction of Nineveh must have been like.

•• Anything at all comforting from this prophet whose name means “comfort”.Anything at all comforting from this prophet whose name means “comfort”.

Book 34: NahumBook 34: Nahum
God is jealous, and the Lord avenges;God is jealous, and the Lord avenges;
The Lord avenges and is furious.The Lord avenges and is furious.
    The Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries,    The Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries,
    And He reserves wrath for His enemies.    And He reserves wrath for His enemies.

– Nahum 1:2 (NKJV)– Nahum 1:2 (NKJV)


