
Book 41:  Mark
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,

and to give His life a ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45 (NKJV)

Book 41: Mark - Introduction
• Mark (a Roman name, meaning “martial” or “warlike”) was a young man at the time of Jesus.
• He later accompanied Paul and Barnabas, but seems to have been closest to Peter, whose 

narratives helped construct this Gospel.
• He writes to a Roman audience, using several Latin expressions while writing in Greek.

• Matthew focused much on Jesus’s teaching; Mark primarily shows us what Jesus did.
• He shows us a human Savior, full of emotion and activity – without much prophecy or 

genealogy.
• He also includes nothing from Jesus’s childhood, starting with the ministry of John the Baptist.
• His key word is immediately, which he uses some 40 times in his 16 chapters.

Why do we have FOUR Gospels?
• Multiple witnesses can better establish a story.
• Each author writes from a different viewpoint.
• Each author targets a different audience.
• Sometimes they speak in unison.
• Often they harmonize, with each writer telling us additional things.
• The end result is a fuller, more authentic picture of the life and ministry of Jesus.

Book 41: Mark – A Few Facts
• Mark is the shortest Gospel.
• Many believe his was the first to be written.
• Six chapters (11 – 16) are devoted to the eight days from Palm Sunday to the Resurrection. 
• Matthew tells us that Joseph was a carpenter (Matthew 13:55), but only Mark tells us that 

Jesus was a carpenter too (Mark 6:3).

Book 41: Mark – A Brief Study
• We will read Mark 1:1 – 3:8, then jump ahead to read Mark 15 together.
• In groups, discuss words of Jesus, events, or details from these stories that make an impression 

on you.
• Identify a few “life lessons” that we, as Christ’s followers, can integrate into who we are.

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45 (NKJV)


