
Book 51: Colossians
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is 

the head of all principality and power. (Col 2:9-10)

Colossians: A Few Facts
n This is another of Paul’s prison epistles.
n It has a lot in common with Ephesians; many parallel verses can be found by 

comparing the two letters.
n The overall pattern is also the same – the first half doctrinal, the second half related to 

living out our faith.

n The church in Colosse is one of only two churches that Paul wrote to, which he had 
never yet visited.

n Colossians has no quotations from the Old Testament.
n There is only one mention of the Holy Spirit, in 1:8.
n We find Jesus, Christ, He or Him (with a capital “H”) in 43 of the 95 verses.

Colossians: Background
n It’s likely that Epaphras, mentioned in 1:7 & 4:12, was a friend of Paul’s who started 

the church.
n At the time of this letter, he was visiting Paul in Rome.
n While there Epaphras apparently informed Paul of some concerns he was beginning to 

have.

n It seems some false teaching was beginning to take root in Colosse, which was 
drawing the attention of the church away from Christ.

n Therefore, the content of the letter focuses directly on Him:
n The Supremacy of Christ – Christ is Supreme. 
n The Sufficiency of Christ – Christ is Enough.

Colossians: Outline
n 1:1 – 2:7 Deeper Life in Christ
n 2:8-23 Higher Life in Christ
n 3:1-17 Inner Life in Christ
n 3:18 – 4:18 Outer Life in Christ

(Adapted from Norman Geisler in The Bible Knowledge Commentary.)

Colossians: Study
n It should take less than 15 minutes to read through the letter.
n As we do, think about the following:

n What should Christians know about Christ?
n What should our relationship be with Christ?
n What happens to the gospel when we combine its truth with bits of error?
n How do biblical ethics or morals differ from a legalistic following of rules?


