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6 – 8. Joshua, Judges, Ruth

9. 1 & 2 Samuel – From Judges through Saul to David

11 & 12.  1 & 2 Kings – Israel and Judah, written earlier

13 & 14.  1 & 2 Chronicles – mainly Judah, written later

15, 16 & 17.  Ezra, Nehemiah & Esther
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• This book begins with the reign of Solomon in Jerusalem.

• It ends in the Reign of Cyrus in Persia – a time span of 
roughly 430 years.
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• Much like the book of Judges, 2 Chronicles follows a pattern 
of repeating cycles of revival and decline.
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• The cycles begin with a godly king who sets an example for 
the people of faithfulness to God.

• The cycles end with ungodly kings whose unfaithfulness 
leads the nation into trouble.

• Each low point in the cycle seems to go deeper, in a spiraling 
pattern of decline.
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The Cycle of Solomon            Ch. 1-13

The Cycle of Asa Ch. 14-16

The Cycle of Jehoshaphat     Ch. 17-22

The Cycle of Joash Ch. 23-28

The Cycle of Hezekiah            Ch. 29-33

The Cycle of Josiah                 Ch. 34-36
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• In the end Judah, like Israel, is carried away into captivity.

• Israel to Assyria in the days of Sennacherib.  

• Judah to Babylon at the time of Nebuchadnezzar.  

• Cyrus king of Persia later allowed them to return
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• 2 Chronicles 32:30 says that Hezekiah built a tunnel to bring 
water to the west side of the city of David.  

• He was preparing Jerusalem for a military siege.  
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• A young boy rediscovered the 1700’ tunnel in 1880 while 
playing in the water.  

• If you visit Jerusalem today, you can walk inside of it – and 
get your feet wet if you like.
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• 2 Chronicles 6:1 – 7:14 (OK, that’s a chapter and a half.)

• 2 Chronicles 36:11-23 (But that’s less than a chapter.)

• We’ll then finish with two key verses.
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• God keeps his promises.  

• We can think of this as a cliché or we can accept it as a deep 
theological truth.

• God’s faithfulness to his word gives us reason to trust him in 
every situation.



Solomon Dedicates the Temple   
2 Chronicles 6:1 – 7:14

• God plans to bless all nations.

• Remember Genesis 12:1-3?

Now the LORD said] to Abram, … “in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.”

• Solomon’s prayer is fully in line with that.



Solomon Dedicates the Temple   
2 Chronicles 6:1 – 7:14
Surely the greatest motivation for our 
mission has to be that the name of the 
Lord, which for us means the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, should be known to the 
ends of the earth; that he should be the 
one to whom people come in prayer and 
from whom they receive the blessings of 
answered prayer, especially prayer for 
forgiveness and salvation.

– Christopher J. H. Wright,
Langham Partnership International
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• Ephesians 2:11-13 (ESV)
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the 
flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the 
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—
12 remember that you were at that time separated from 
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.
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• Israel has not always exemplified the welcoming attitude 
toward foreigners or “outsiders” that Solomon had. 

• Nor have we Christians, sadly.

• Still, we all begin as outsiders to the gospel and it should be 
our goal to make outsiders welcome in our midst.
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Solomon Dedicates the Temple   
2 Chronicles 6:1 – 7:14

• God forgives.

• You are never too far away from God to turn back.
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Judah’s Massive Fall and Modest Restoration
2 Chronicles 36:11-23

• Judah destroyed itself long before Nebuchadnezzar laid a 
hand on it.

• From the king to the priests to the people, they had all 
turned their backs on God.

• But that is not how 2 Chronicles ends.



Judah’s Massive Fall and Modest Restoration
2 Chronicles 36:11-23

Unlike Kings, Chronicles does not end in 
despair. The last two verses indicate the end 
of the exile under the reign of Cyrus, the 
Persian king, who authorized the rebuilding 
of the temple and the return of anyone who 
volunteered for the work. The author of 
Chronicles sees in this the hand of God; the 
Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia 
(36:22).

– Nupanga Weanzana, President, Faculté de 
Théologie Évangélique de Bangui, CAR



Judah’s Massive Fall and Modest Restoration
2 Chronicles 36:11-23

• After many difficult centuries of being scattered, they are 
back in the land today.
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• God keeps his promises.
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• God keeps his promises.

• If we align ourselves with God’s will, we open ourselves to 
God’s blessing.
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• God keeps his promises.

• God plans to bless all nations.

• When we work toward the blessing of all nations, we are 
working along with God.
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• God keeps his promises.

• God plans to bless all nations.

• God forgives.

• You are never too far away from God to turn back.
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• These verses remind us what kind of people we want to be.
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• 2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV)

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land.
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• 2 Chronicles 16:9a (ESV)

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is 
blameless toward him. 


