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[Isaiah] so evidently and fully describes the 
person, and offices, and sufferings, and 
kingdom of Christ, that some of the 
ancients called him the fifth Evangelist. And 
it is observed, that there are more 
quotations in the New Testament taken out 
of Isaiah, than out of all the other prophets.

– John Wesley (1703 – 1791)
Founder of the Methodist Movement



Isaiah     The Fifth Gospel

• Isaiah is the first of the prophetic books.

• A prophecy is a message from God.

• A prophet, then, is one who speaks for God or on God’s 
behalf, one who speaks to others in His name.



Isaiah     The Fifth Gospel

• The ministry of the prophets was a mix of  proclamation and 
prediction.

• They usually spoke to a present situation.

• They also spoke about future events as part of their divinely 
inspired message.
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• This predictive element has often become the main focus of 
the study of Bible prophecy.

• For example, Isaiah contains more references to the coming 
Savior than any other Old Testament book.
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• The prophet Isaiah lived most of his life in Jerusalem.

• Tradition says that he was martyred during the reign of 
Manasseh (696-642 B.C.).

• He was reportedly sawn in two inside a hollow log.



Isaiah     Some Background

• Hebrews 11:37 may refer to him.
36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in 
two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins 
of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated … 
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• Isaiah is a bit like a miniature Bible.
• It contains 66 chapters and is divided into two main sections 

of 39 and 27 chapters each.  

• Compare this with the 66 books of the Bible: 
• 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.
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• Isaiah’s name in Hebrew is means “salvation of Yahweh” and 
he speaks of salvation repeatedly in his book.

• Isaiah uses a special name for God: The Holy One of Israel.

• This book uses that title 25 times.

• It only appears 5 more times anywhere else in the Bible.



Isaiah     Some Background

• One of Isaiah’s sons has the longest name in the Bible:

• Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (See Isaiah 8)

• It means “quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil,” and is a 
prophetic warning of the upcoming Assyrian invasion.
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• This invasion was a result of their rejection of God in favor of 
the idols of neighboring nations.

• The 10 northern tribes went into captivity.

• Thanks to King Hezekiah’s prayers, however, Jerusalem was 
surrounded but spared. (See Isaiah 37)



Isaiah     Some Background

• Isaiah uses the phrases “the Day of the Lord” or “in that day” 
a total of 49 times put together.

• These phrases speak of a time in which God is at work and 
prophecy is being fulfilled.

• They often speak of a future time of catastrophic judgment.
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• The New Testament mentions the name of the prophet 
Isaiah some 21 times.

• It quotes Isaiah more than any other Old Testament prophet.

• Isaiah 53 gets special attention with 7 citations appearing in 
6 New Testament books.
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Christ in Isaiah

• His Birth           7:14, 9:6-7

• His Ministry     9:1-2, 42:1-7, 61:1-3

• His Death         52:13 – 53:12

• His Future Reign in the Coming Kingdom Age

• 2:1-4, 11:1-10, 65:17-25
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• Isaiah 7:14 (ESV)
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.



Christ in Isaiah     His Birth

• Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV)
6 For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace … 



Christ in Isaiah     His Birth

• Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV)
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace

there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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• Isaiah 9:1-2 (ESV)
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the 
former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations.
2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shone.



Christ in Isaiah     His Ministry

• Isaiah 42:1-7 (ESV)
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,

or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,

and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice … 
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• Isaiah 42:1-7 (ESV)
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged

till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.

5 Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:



Christ in Isaiah     His Ministry

• Isaiah 42:1-7 (ESV)
6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;

I will take you by the hand and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people,

a light for the nations,
7 to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,

from the prison those who sit in darkness.
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• Isaiah 61:1-3 (ESV)
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn; … 
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• Isaiah 61:1-3 (ESV)
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.



Christ in Isaiah

• His Death     Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12

• His Future Reign in the Coming Kingdom Age

• 2:1-4

• 11:1-10

• 65:17-25
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• Matthew 8:16-17

• Luke 22:37

• John 12:37-38

• Acts 8:29-35

• Romans 10:15-17

• Romans 15:20-21

• 1 Peter 2:21-25
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• Matthew 8:16-17 (ESV)
16 That evening they brought to him many who 
were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a 
word and healed all who were sick. 17 This was to fulfill what 
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and 
bore our diseases.”
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• Luke 22:37 (ESV)

For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And 
he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written 
about me has its fulfillment.”
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• John 12:37-38 (ESV)
37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still 
did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”



Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 in the NT

• Acts 8:29-35 (ESV)
29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.”30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah 
the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him … 



Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 in the NT

• Acts 8:29-35 (ESV)
32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was 
this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.” … 
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• Acts 8:29-35 (ESV)
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does 
the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 
this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.



Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 in the NT

• Romans 10:15-17 (ESV)
15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 
us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ.
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• Romans 15:20-21 (ESV)
20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone 
else's foundation,21 but as it is written,

“Those who have never been told of him will see,
and those who have never heard will understand.”



Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 in the NT

• 1 Peter 2:21-25 (ESV)
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile 
in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly … 



Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 in the NT

• 1 Peter 2:21-25 (ESV)
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed.25 For you were straying like sheep, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls.
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• Isaiah is probably the most important OT book for illustrating 
or explaining how the NT and OT fit together.

• Every NT author uses it.

• Even Jesus referred to Isaiah to show how he understood his 
own ministry.

• This book alone, when studied in depth, is enough to cause 
someone to completely fall in love with God’s word.


