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Previously in Ephesians:

• The first half of the letter is heavy on doctrine.

• Paul wants us to first know Christ and who we are in him.

• This second half is focused on action.

• He wants our lives to reflect our deepest identity.

• This section shows us that daily life is filled with spiritual 
implications.
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Soundbite:

Obedience to those over us in daily life need not be a grievous 
task; it is one way that we serve Christ.
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1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• 6:1     The word “obey” is different from the word for 
“submit” that we saw in the previous passage.

• It is related to the ideas of “hear” or “listen,” meaning that it 
is more of a response to direct communication.



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• 6:1     The phrase “in the Lord” is an important one.

• It reveals a certain limitation to the obedience. 

• If the parents are disobeying God, their children need not 
listen to them in that particular area.

• Chrysostom made this point a long time ago.
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Generally parents do not command 
foolish things.  But if they should, the 
apostle has a remedy when he says that 
parents are to be obeyed in the Lord.  
They are to be obeyed in whatever way 
they are not offending against God.

– John Chrysostom (~345 – 407), 
Archbishop of Constantinople 



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• 6:1     He then adds “for this is right.” 

• Much like marriage, the child-parent relationship is part of 
the created order of things.  

• It reflects in certain ways the relationship between Christ 
and his Father that is basic to the Trinity.



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• John 8:28-29 (ESV) 
28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing 
on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught 
me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me 
alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.”
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• 6:2-3     Paul then goes back to Deuteronomy, from which he 
quotes the Fifth Commandment.

• Deuteronomy 5:16 (ESV)

Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God 
commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may 
go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you.



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• 6:2-3     The “promise” pertained directly to Israel’s ability to 
remain in the Promised Land.

• Paul still feels the parent-child relationship is basic enough 
that he wants Christians to take note of it.
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• 6:4     Now some advice to parents, especially fathers.

• If parents get to the place where their demands discourage 
or exasperate their children, they make obedience difficult.

• This can easily happen when parents are overly critical or 
overly demanding.
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• 6:4     Instead, we should “bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.”

• Religious instruction for children has a long history, but in 
recent times has become a point of discussion.

• Richard Dawkins has a strong opinion about this.
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Do not indoctrinate your children. Teach 
them how to think for themselves, how to 
evaluate evidence, and how to disagree 
with you.

– Richard Dawkins, famous atheist, 
in The God Delusion (2008)



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• We certainly want our children to think for themselves, but 
children still need help learning how to think.

• Dawkins himself has written at least one book for children 
and he says he is working on more.



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• Then we have Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes.9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

• The book of Judges shows us a society in which every man 
did what was right in his own eyes.

• I recommend we stick with Deuteronomy.

• Our children are God’s children first.



1. Children & Parents     6:1-4

Soundbite:

Obedience to those over us in daily life need not be a grievous 
task; it is one way that we serve Christ.
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• 6:5 The word “bondservant” [Greek doulos] can just as 
easily be translated “slave.”

• Here Ephesians 6:5 the same verse in the NIV:

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and 
with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.

• For many of us, this is a problem.
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1. The Bible is good.

2. Slavery is bad.

3. The Bible seems OK with slavery.

4. Does that mean that slavery is good? 

5. Or perhaps that the Bible is bad?

Some of the difficulty is resolved with 
more information on the context.
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Slavery in the Greco-Roman World

• Slavery in the Roman Empire allowed more social mobility 
than existed in American slavery.

• For example, in Acts 24, Paul appears before a governor 
named Felix in Caesarea.

• Felix was born a slave, was later freed, and eventually 
became a powerful official.
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An Opinion in the Early Church

If anyone should ask where slavery comes 
from … I shall tell you.  It is avarice [greed] 
that brought about slavery.  It is 
acquisitiveness, which is insatiable.  This 
is not the original human condition … This 
horrid thing was begotten by sin.

– John Chrysostom (~345 – 407), 
Archbishop of Constantinople 
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Slavery in the Old Testament

• Exodus 21:16 (ESV)
16 “Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in 
possession of him, shall be put to death.

• Kidnapping was not allowed.

• Buying a kidnapped person was not allowed.

• This translates as a complete prohibition of human 
trafficking – and American-style slavery.



Slavery in the Old Testament

• There were also laws governing the treatment of slaves.

• Exodus 21:26-27 (ESV)
26 “When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, 
and destroys it, he shall let the slave go free because of his 
eye. 27 If he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, 
he shall let the slave go free because of his tooth.



Slavery in the Old Testament

• Runaway slaves had to be protected.

• Deuteronomy 23:15-16 (ESV)
15 You shall not give up to his master a slave who has escaped 
from his master to you. 16 He shall dwell with you, in your 
midst, in the place that he shall choose within one of your 
towns, wherever it suits him. You shall not wrong him.
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English – African – American Slavery

What a difference it would be if our 
system of morality were based on the 
Bible instead of the standards devised by 
cultural Christians.

– William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833), 
Member of Parliament, 

Leading Abolitionist



English – African – American Slavery

But if God be for you, who can be against 
you? Are all of them stronger than God? O 
be not weary of well-doing! Go on, in the 
name of God and in the power of His 
might, till even American slavery (the vilest 
that ever saw the sun) shall vanish away 
before it.

– John Wesley to William Wilberforce, in 
his last written letter, 24 February 1791.  

He died six days later.



English – African – American Slavery

I hope it will always be a subject of 
humiliating reflection to me, that I was 
once an active instrument in a business 
at which my heart now shudders.

– John Newton (1725 – 1807), 
Slave Trader, later an Abolitionist 

Anglican Minister, composer 
of Amazing Grace



2. Servants & Masters     6:5-9

• 6:5-8 In whatever situation we serve, if we do so from the 
heart as serving Christ, it is not a harsh slavery.

• Paul, Peter, even James and Jude, half-brothers of Jesus, 
each refer to themselves as a bondservant [doulos] of Christ.



2. Servants & Masters     6:5-9

• 6:9 Paul reminds any masters (or, “lords”) that have slaves 
or servants, that they also have a Master.

• Before the Lord Jesus Christ, both they and their servants 
stand on the same level.
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• To children:  Obey your parents.  Even when you are grown, 
you still owe them honor.  Look for ways to give it.

• To parents:  Our children are God’s children first.  First, be 
reasonable.  Then, raise them to honor him.

• To servants – or employees:  Serve well.  When you serve 
here on earth you are also serving God. 

• To bosses:  Again, be reasonable.  Treat your employees well, 
and consider that we are all equal before God.



Earthly Obedience     Conclusions

Soundbite:

Obedience to those over us in daily life need not be a grievous 
task; it is one way that we serve Christ.


