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• Author:           John the Apostle

• Date:         90 AD (more or less)

• Setting:     Ephesus

• Recipients:     Believers in and around Ephesus in the Roman 
province of Asia.
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The Mission of Horizon Central (See the bulletin.)

• Leading others to Christ 

• Abiding in Christ 

• Being sent for Christ
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John’s Tests  

• The Test of Obedience     2:3-6

• The Test of Love 2:7-11

• The Test of Belief              2:18-27
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Today’s Passage

1. Stages of Maturity              2:12-14

2. Do Not Love the World      2:15-17

3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

4. Abide in Him                        2:28-29
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Soundbite:

The Christian grows deeper, but never grows beyond, that 
primary saving relationship with Jesus Christ.



What does it mean to abide in Christ?



What does it mean to abide in Christ?

• Abiding in Jesus means not only to come to Jesus but to stay 
with him.



What does it mean to abide in Christ?

• Many come to Christ with an enthusiasm, which later wanes. 

• They are disappointed with their Christian experience and 
either give up or are close to doing so.

• Others will alter their belief system to accommodate their 
later experiences.

• All of these forget that the Bible saves its richest blessings for 
those who persevere, who endure, who abide.
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• Abiding in Jesus means not only to come to Jesus but to stay 
with him.
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1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• 2:12     “Little children” is John’s favorite way of addressing 
the congregation.

• He is very old at this point and the only living apostle.

• For new believers, knowing that our sins are forgiven is the 
place we have to start.



1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• 2:13     The “fathers” are those who are the most mature in 
their faith.  

• Don’t let the masculine pronouns trip you up.  

• Women and girls are included here too.



1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• 2:13     The “young men” experience spiritual victory, which 
shows they are entering the phase of true discipleship.

• The “children” need to be reassured of their place in the 
family of God.

• Whether all believers or new believers it makes no real 
difference.



1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• 2:14     He now restates the truth about the “fathers.”

• These are the older saints that we might identify simply as 
“those who know God.”

• The young men are identified by their strength – but now 
also by the Word of God abiding in them.



1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• The word of God abiding in us is closely related to our 
abiding in God’s word.



1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• The word of God abiding in us is closely related to our 
abiding in God’s word.

• John 8:31-32 (ESV)    
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you 
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”



1. Stages of Maturity     2:12-14

• The word of God abiding in us is closely related to our 
abiding in God’s word.

• John 15:7-8 (ESV)    
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples.
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2. Do Not Love the World     2:15-17

• There is a deception that operates in this present world that 
makes us want it more than we want God.

• Genesis 3:6 (ESV)
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food 
[flesh], and that it was a delight to the eyes [eyes], and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise [pride of life], she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate.



2. Do Not Love the World     2:15-17

• The “worldliness” that John warns against is an attitude of 
the heart.

• It shows up in personal, political, social or economic desires 
that stand in the way of our relationship with God.

• The things themselves are temporary and John would have 
us focus first on the eternal.



2. Do Not Love the World     2:15-17

• Believers often enter into relationships saying, “Everything 
about this person is perfect – but they don’t know Jesus.”

• We might keep our faith quiet so as not to disrupt the social 
status we enjoy in certain settings.

• We might compromise our convictions in an effort to rise to 
the top in a work situation – or make a sale.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• Two early errors that John may have already been facing in 
the region around Ephesus.

• 2:20 Those who had special spiritual “knowledge” and 
considered themselves on a higher spiritual plane.

• 2:22 Those who believed that “the divine Christ” entered 
“Jesus” at his birth and left him before his crucifixion.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• John is the only biblical author to use the term “antichrist” 
and he mostly uses it here in this letter.

• It can be singular or plural – one antichrist or many.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• There is the final antichrist of the end times.

• Paul calls him “the Man of Lawlessness” (or “Sin”) and the 
“Son of Destruction” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.

• In Revelation 13 John sees him in a vision as a beast coming 
out of the sea.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• John also wants us to know, however, that “many antichrists” 
will come before that time.

• They may not take over the world, but they can be very 
powerful and very persuasive.

• Some of them seem to start out as Christians, but they do 
not abide in the most basic teachings of the faith.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• Earlier we called this passage the Test of Belief, and 
compared it with John’s Tests of Obedience and Love.

• This is mostly a test of doctrine – of right belief.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• These antichrists were once part of John’s fellowship in the 
area around Ephesus.

• They eventually broke away due to disagreements with the 
old apostle and his teaching.

• They didn’t reject Jesus by name, but managed to shape 
their faith to their own liking.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768 – 1834) 
published a book in 1799 with the title,

• On Religion: Speeches to Its Cultured 
Despisers

• His goal was to attract a growing secular, 
educated audience to Christianity.

• It worked, in a way, but we may wonder if 
Western Christianity will ever recover.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

Secularism … has so influenced some 
Christian thinkers … that they endeavour
to 're-state' Christian doctrine or 
Christian ethics in terms which would be 
equally relevant whether one believed in 
the living God or not … Whatever such a 
're-statement' may properly be called, it 
cannot be called Christianity.

– F. F. Bruce (1910 – 1990), 
U’s of Edinburgh, Leeds and Sheffield 



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• Just as common today is a dogmatic pluralism – in which all 
beliefs are considered equally good.

• By a “dogmatic pluralism” I do not mean that people who 
hold different beliefs must all peacefully coexist.

• This is obviously true to most people.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• By dogmatic, I mean not only do we have to live together, 
but that we have to affirm one another’s beliefs.

• Rather than agreeing to disagree, we are required to say that 
everyone’s beliefs are just as correct as anyone else’s.

• Any form of evangelism or attempted persuasion is wrong.

• But by claiming all faiths are equally true, this view actually 
makes them equally false – only dogmatic pluralism is true.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

If the pluralists’ claims are true, then the cross of 
Jesus is unnecessary and his claim to be the only 
way to God, ‘I am the way…No-one comes to the 
Father except through me’ (John 14:6), is a hoax. 
This raises a question of authority. Pluralists base 
their claims on fallible human experience. By 
contrast, Jesus’ authority derives from himself, 
the God-Man, who took on human flesh and was 
called Emmanuel, meaning ‘God is with us’.

– Tokunboh Adeyemo (1944 – 2010), 
Nigerian Bible Scholar, born a Muslim



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• When Christianity begins to sound more like the world and 
less like the Bible itself, be careful.

• Ever since John’s day there have been those who are trying 
to deceive you – and some of them are very smart.



3. Identifying Antichrist(s)     2:18-27

• 2:24     Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. 
If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you 
too will abide in the Son and in the Father.



4. Abide in Him     2:28-29



4. Abide in Him     2:28-29

• Here is a reminder that abiding in Christ involves believing 
the right things and doing the right things.

• True Christianity cannot require one without the other.
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1. We abide in God’s word and let God’s word abide in us.
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• What does it mean to abide in Christ?

1. We abide in God’s word and let God’s word abide in us.

2. We are careful to love God rather than the world.

3. We stay true to the basics of the faith – and in our day that 
often means rejecting secularism or dogmatic pluralism.
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• What does it mean to abide in Christ?

1. We abide in God’s word and let God’s word abide in us.

2. We are careful to love God rather than the world.

3. We stay true to the basics of the faith – and in our day that 
often means rejecting secularism or dogmatic pluralism.

4. We remain rich in good works – because practicing 
righteousness is evidence of our faith.



Abiding     Conclusions

• What does it mean to abide in Christ?

1. We abide in God’s word and let God’s word abide in us.

2. We are careful to love God rather than the world.

3. We stay true to the basics of the faith – and in our day that 
often means rejecting secularism or dogmatic pluralism.

4. We remain rich in good works – because practicing 
righteousness is evidence of our faith.

5. In short, it means to come to Jesus and stay with him.
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Soundbite:

The Christian grows deeper, but never grows beyond, that 
primary saving relationship with Jesus Christ.


