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• Author:                 John the Apostle

• Date:         90 AD (more or less)

• Location:              Ephesus

• Recipient:             Gaius, a local church leader somewhere 
around Ephesus in the Roman province of Asia.

• Circumstances:    Coworkers of John reported back to the 
apostle of the welcome they received from Gaius.

• Purpose:               Encouragement to imitate what is good.
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Soundbite:

When we partner with those who work for the gospel we 
become fellow workers for the truth.



Fellow Workers for the Truth     
Introduction

• John wrote his letters at a time of serious division in the 
churches over right doctrine and right behavior.

• In 2 John, the apostle issued a strong warning not to support 
false teachers who were working against the truth.

• In 3 John, he encourages Gaius to continue his support of 
those who work for the truth.
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3 John 1

• The same as in 2 John, the old apostle refers to himself 
simply as “the elder.”  

• In Acts 11:30, apostles are called “elders.”

• In 1 Peter 5:1, Peter, speaking to elders, calls himself a 
“fellow elder.”



3 John 1

• The beloved Gaius     The name Gaius appears five times in 
the New Testament.

• It refers to at least two different people, so it is difficult to 
know if this is one of them or yet another.

• It was a very common name, so it really doesn’t matter.



3 John 1

• As with the church in 2 John, the apostle truly loves Gaius, 
but with a love that is connected to the truth.

• In John 14:17, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit “the Spirit of truth.”

• In 1 John 5:6, John says plainly, “the Spirit is the truth.”

• The Holy Spirit produces God’s divine love within us and 
binds us together in the truth of the gospel.
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3 John 2

• John uses a very traditional greeting.

• It is well with our soul if we are in a right relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ.

• John is confident of this about Gaius.



3 John 2

• We will see in this letter that Gaius did more than know the 
truth – he walked in it.

• He allowed his faith to lead him into action.

• This is a mark of healthy soul.
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3 John 3-4

• At a time when a number of people were abandoning the 
faith, John is especially happy that Gaius did not.

• How satisfying it is to see people persevering in the faith.

• 2 John 4 (ESV)

I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the 
truth, just as we were commanded by the Father.



3 John 3-4

The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to 
reveal the Son of God, and then to enable 
us to obey the will of God and “walk in 
truth.”

– Warren Wiersbe



3 John 3-4

• Being old by now, John thinks of these people as his kids.

• Paul uses a similar expression about Timothy.

• 1 Timothy 1:1-2 (ESV)

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior 
and of Christ Jesus our hope,
2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith:  Grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
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3 John 5-8

• 5-6 Word got back to John from travelling teachers and 
that Gaius supported them in their ministry.  

• These missionaries told not only John, but said the same 
“before the church,” when they came to Ephesus.  

• Gaius was a loving, generous, hospitable brother and word 
got around.



3 John 5-8

• 7 In the Old Testament there is frequent reference to the 
“name of the Lord.” 

• There was even a commandment not to take “the name of 
Lord” in vain.  

• The Psalms are full of praise “to the name” of Israel’s God.

• John the Apostle was steeped in this way of thinking.  



3 John 5-8

• 7 John attaches this expression “the Name” to Jesus 
without explaining himself.

• It shows how freely and certainly he and the early church 
attributed full divinity to Jesus Christ.  

• He is confident Gaius will understand.

• John tells us in John 1:1 that “the Word was God.”



3 John 5-8

• 7 Peter would agree, as he stated in Acts,

• Acts 4:12 (ESV)

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.



3 John 5-8

• 7 Paul is just as forceful:

• Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV)
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



3 John 5-8

• 7 accepting nothing from the Gentiles

• These workers did not rely upon non-Christian or pagan 
donations so support themselves.  

• They were not simply beggars requesting money from 
anybody and everybody.  



3 John 5-8

• 8 we ought to support people like these, that we may be 
fellow workers for the truth

• By supporting missionaries and Christian workers we become 
fellow workers for the truth.   

• John does not expect Gaius to become a travelling 
missionary.  



3 John 5-8

• 8 Gaius’s part is in hospitality or support.

• “Fellow worker” is related to our English word synergy.

• It describes two or more things or people working together 
to accomplish a common goal.



3 John 5-8

• 8 The church slid into error when it began to sharply divide 
congregations into clergy and laity.  

• From that point on it became possible to think that certain 
people did the work of the ministry and others did not.



3 John 5-8

• 8 The reality is that each member has a specific calling, 
gifts, and a vital role to play in the work of the gospel.  

• If any one of us neglects our duty, the whole enterprise 
suffers as a result.  



3 John 5-8

• 8 Personal Illustration: When I was young I worked for a 
mission organization that required a lot of cars.  

• That organization needed mechanics who fixed and 
maintained cars for the glory of God.  

• I also think of how many of you have blessed God’s people 
through what you do, for example, here in this facility,



3 John 5-8

• If we read 3 John alongside 2 John, we see clearly that two 
sets of missionaries were travelling among the churches.   

• Some were spreading wrong and harmful teaching.  

• They were deceivers and antichrists and the elder warns his 
readers against them lest they “share in their evil deeds.”



3 John 5-8

• These others had gone out “for the sake of the Name.”  

• They deserved to be given hospitality and by doing so Gaius 
showed that he was a fellow worker for the truth.



3 John 5-8

Soundbite:

When we partner with those who work for the gospel we 
become fellow workers for the truth.
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3 John 9-10

• Diotrephes     Unlike the common name Gaius, Diotrephes 
was rare, but found mostly in noble and historic families.

• So Diotrephes likely belonged to the Greek aristocracy.  

• That may be a factor in why he like “to put himself first.”



3 John 9-10

• Diotrephes liked to be the boss.  

• He needed to be the center of attention.  

• We do not know if his doctrine was correct or not.

• His main error was in thinking too highly of himself – to the 
speaking badly of John the Apostle.



3 John 9-10

• Personal Illustration:  It’s risky, even stupid, to draw attention 
to your humility and that may be what this is.

• You might say it’s both moronic and oxymoronic.

• Still, at the risk of losing heavenly blessing, I’d like to point 
something out because it relates to this passage.



3 John 9-10

1. I’ve never asked for a leading ministry position, I’ve always 
been asked if I would lead.

2. I’ve not asked to be paid for ministry, but I have usually 
taken money when offered.

Footnotes: I was told to apply for some things, so I did.

• I have gone out of my way to qualify myself for ministry.

• I have raised personal support for missions efforts.
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3 John 11

• This life principle that applies in a lot of different areas.

• I’m reminded of Paul when he says,

• 1 Corinthians 15:33 (ESV)

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”



3 John 11

Instruction is good for a child; but 
example is worth more.

– Alexandre Dumas (1802 – 1870), 
French author, in Twenty Years After
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3 John 12

• We don’t know much about Demetrius.  

• It was another common name, so we cannot be quite sure 
who he was exactly.  

• Yet we know this:  He had a good reputation.  

• John was convinced that the truth itself (Jesus?) spoke well 
of him too – a fellow worker for the truth.



3 John 12

• The Apostle Paul reminds us that reputation matters for 
those who would be overseers or elders in the church.

• 1 Timothy 3:7 (ESV)

Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he 
may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.



2 John 12

It is a very righteous and good thing that 
people who are not Christians should have 
such extremely lofty and strict standards 
for the conduct of people that are.  We 
sometimes … see in the newspapers, for 
instance, sensational paragraphs about 
the crime of some minister, or clergyman, 
or some representative religious man … 

– Alexander Maclaren (1826 – 1910), 



2 John 12

No doubt a dash of malice is present in 
these; but they are an unconscious 
testimony to the high ideal of character 
which attaches to the profession of 
Christianity.

– Alexander Maclaren (1826 – 1910), 
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3 John 13-15

• John closes the letter as simply as he began it.

• It is a warm and friendly letter to someone John knew fairly 
well and held in high regard.  
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• This letter 3 John is a glimpse into the struggles that were 
taking place at this early stage in the church’s development.  

• The number of Christian workers had multiplied.  

• Some of them were genuine fellow workers for the truth and 
others were not.
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• This letter highlights hospitality.  

• The early church needed to practice hospitality.

• For us, it is still a helpful way to enhance a church’s ministry.  

• Opening our homes is one of the simplest way to develop 
stronger relationships within the body of Christ.
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• Supporting of missionaries is still a relevant practice.

• Christian workers need support now as much as ever.  

• As John points out, we can’t expect the non-believers – the 
Gentiles – to support them.  
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• When Jesus sent out a large group of workers (70 or 72), he 
reminded them that “a laborer is worthy of his wages.”  

• Paul repeated the principle to Timothy who was organizing 
churches in Ephesus.  

• The concept still holds true today.
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• How did Gaius become a fellow worker for the truth?  

• John does not mention special skills that would qualify Gaius 
for a key position of ministry.

• We do know this:  Gaius had a house – and that house was 
open for the Lord’s servants when John sent them his way.

• He had a heart that was open to serving Jesus.



Loving in Truth     Conclusions

Soundbite:

When we partner with those who work for the gospel we 
become fellow workers for the truth.


