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• Through the New Testament at about one chapter per week.

• This will take roughly five years.



Verse by Verse

Four Gospels

• Not exact duplicates.

• Not altogether different either.

• Four overlapping and interlocking perspectives.

• Each author highlights different details on the life of Christ.
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Verse by Verse     Matthew

• First of four Gospels.

• Most emphasis on the Old Testament of the four.

• Most Jewish of the four in outlook.



Verse by Verse     Matthew

• Starts with a Christ’s genealogy.

• Uses Jewish terms like Son of David.

• Kingdom of Heaven rather than Kingdom of God.

• Smoothest transition from Old Testament to New.
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• Why start with a genealogy?

• In those days all Jewish men were expected to know their 
ancestry in a form like this.

• Other ancient cultures did this too.

• It is a way of showing that you and your family are a part of 
the group.
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• Why start with a genealogy?

• In Nehemiah 7:61-65, a group of men returning from Persia 
were unable to place themselves within the known records.

• They were “excluded from the priesthood as unclean.”
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• Why start with a genealogy?

• The popularity of websites like Ancestry.com and 23andMe 
reminds us that these details are still interesting to us.



1. The Genealogy of Jesus     1:1-17

• 1:1 Almost every word in this first verse is vital.

• Jesus His name is no accident.  

• It was given by an angel to Joseph in a dream.

• Christ This is the Greek equivalent of Messiah.  

• Matthew wants us to understand right now who Jesus is.
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• 1:1 Almost every word in this first verse is vital.

• Son of David Jesus is the promised descendant of David 
who will reign forever.

• This is both a royal and messianic title

• Son of Abraham     In one of the descendants of Abraham all 
the families of the earth would be blessed.

• Jesus is the Messiah of Israel and Savior of the world.
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Takeaway #1

• God’s work may look slow, but it is very certain.

• It was about 1000 years from Abraham to David.

• It was another 1000 years from David to Christ.

• Sometimes God works slowly, patiently, deliberately and 
quietly behind the scenes.



1. The Genealogy of Jesus     1:1-17

• 1:2-17 If you look through the genealogies in Genesis 5, 10 
& 11 and 1 Chronicles 1 – 9, you do not find the mothers.

• Matthew mentions several women, and each of them gives 
us insight into the family background of Jesus.
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• Tamar (1:3) was the daughter-in-law of Judah, the father of 
her children.  (See Genesis 38.)

• Rahab (1:5) was a prostitute (Joshua 2:1) and was not 
Jewish, but Canaanite.  

• Ruth (1:5) was not Jewish but Moabite.  

• The wife of Uriah (1:6), aka Bathsheba, was simply taken by 
David who then had her husband Uriah the Hittite killed.



1. The Genealogy of Jesus     1:1-17

• The pedigree of Jesus has its problems.  I like that. 

• I was the third child born to an unmarried mother and the 
second (as far as I can tell) of an unknown father.

• If you find your own family background somehow 
embarrassing, Jesus is the Savior for you.



1. The Genealogy of Jesus     1:1-17

Takeaway #2

• Christ is a king who is very comfortable with commoners.

• We should never think that something about us makes us 
somehow not good enough for Jesus.

• We should always be welcoming to those who seem 
marginalized or somehow distant from God.
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Takeaway #2

• Jesus builds his church using all kinds of people, breaking 
down ethnic and social barriers.

• Colossians 3:10-11 (ESV) reminds us that we
10 … have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
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2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:18-19 In that culture, betrothal was legally binding.

• It required a divorce to break it, though the couple did not 
live together until after the marriage ceremony. 

• Joseph was already called Mary's “husband,” but Matthew 
points out that this was “before they came together.”



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:18-19 Christ’s conception was supernatural.

• People can say this belief is based on a prescientific view of 
reality that allows for miracles.

• The opposite is true:  Denial of the virginal conception is 
based solely on an anti-supernatural bias.

• Joseph, like any of us, had only one explanation for Mary’s 
pregnancy, so he planned to “divorce her quietly.”



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:20-21 The angel calls Joseph “son of David” linking him 
to David’s messianic promise.

• He informs Joseph that this conception is supernatural. 

• Mary has not been unfaithful.

• The child is both human and divine.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:20-21 The angel names the baby Jesus or Yeshua, a 
name meaning “salvation” or “Yahweh saves.”

• As Messiah, “he will save his people from their sins.”

• The main problem we had from God’s vantage point is that 
we were separated from him by our sins.

• Christ came first and foremost to solve that problem.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

Takeaway #3

• Sin is serious.

• We must not diminish the severity of our sin or the tragic 
separation it brings between us and God.

• To do so minimizes the value of Christ’s death and Christ’s 
mission in coming to save us.

• Why did Christ come?  To save his people from their sins.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:22-23 Matthew takes us back to Isaiah 7:14.

• Some believe Isaiah is only referring to Hezekiah as heir to 
the throne, or Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (See Isaiah 8:4,8).

• They point out that the Hebrew word almah might only 
mean a young girl of age to be married and not “virgin.”



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:22-23 Matthew takes us back to Isaiah 7:14.

• This is true, but Matthew is writing in Greek following the 
Greek LXX translation from about 200 years B.C.

• The LXX and Matthew both use the Greek word parthenos, 
which is clearer than almah and closer to our word “virgin.”



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:22-23 We also see the messianic nature of Isaiah’s 
prophecy if we read ahead to Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV).

6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace … 



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:22-23 We also see the messianic nature of Isaiah’s 
prophecy if we read ahead to Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV).

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:24-25 Joseph was obedient and took Mary to be his wife.

• Matthew adds that he “knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son.”

• This is the Bible’s way of saying they had no sexual relations 
until after the birth of Christ.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

• 1:24-25 Joseph was obedient and took Mary to be his wife.

• There is also a (mainly Roman Catholic) view that says Mary 
and Joseph never had sexual relations.

• This dogma is officially called the Perpetual Virginity of Mary.

• It goes beyond (maybe even against) Scripture, so we do not 
recommend it.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

Takeaway #4

• Christ’s conception was supernatural.

• We firmly believe in the virginal conception of Christ.

• This is standard Christian doctrine believed by all Christians 
of every stripe at all times – not an optional belief.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

Takeaway #5

• Christ is fully God and fully human. 

• The ancient Nicene Creed (325 A.D.) puts it like this.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.



2. The Birth of Jesus     1:18-25

Takeaway #5

• Christ is fully God and fully human. 

• The ancient Nicene Creed (325 A.D.) puts it like this.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
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Matthew 1     Takeaways 

1. God’s work may look slow, but it is very certain.

2. Christ is a king who is very comfortable with commoners.

3. Sin is serious.

4. Christ’s conception was supernatural.

5. Christ is fully God and fully human. 


