
Matthew 4

Verse by Verse



The Gospel of Matthew



The Gospel of Matthew

• Most emphasis on the Old Testament of the four.

• Most Jewish of the four in outlook.

• Smoothest transition from Old Testament to New.



Previously in Matthew



Previously in Matthew

• In Matthew 1, we looked at the birth of Jesus.

• In Matthew 2, the wise men came.  Jesus went from 
Bethlehem to Egypt then to Nazareth.

• In Matthew 3, John the Baptist was active.  Jesus was 
baptized by him and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus.
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Matthew 4     Outline

1. The Devil Tempts Jesus                4:1-11

2. Ministry in Galilee                       4:12-17

3. Calling Disciples                           4:18-22

4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing     4:23-25
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1. We resist temptation by relying on the Holy Spirit and 
remembering God’s Word.

2. Jesus calls us, we don’t call ourselves, but it’s still wise to 
pray about our calling.

3. The devil, demons and demonic activity are real.

4. Jesus has complete power over the devil and demons.

5. Jesus still heals and works miracles today – not on demand, 
but when he wants to do so.
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1. The Devil Tempts Jesus     4:1-11

• 4:1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit … to be tempted 

• The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in Matthew 3 and now 
leads him into the wilderness to be tempted.

• We should try to avoid temptation when we can, but we will 
not avoid it completely.

• It is part of God’s plan to help us win over it when it comes.



1. The Devil Tempts Jesus     4:1-11

• 4:2-3 He was hungry … and the tempter came 

• The devil fights dirty.

• We need to be prepared in advance.
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• 4:2-3 He was hungry … and the tempter came 

• 1 Peter 5:8-9 (ESV)
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 
kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world.



1. The Devil Tempts Jesus     4:1-11

• 4:4 It is written … 

• Christ quotes Deuteronomy 8:3.

• He was not going to use his supernatural power to meet his 
own earthly needs.
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• 4:4 It is written … 

• Christ quotes Deuteronomy 8:3.

• 4:5-6 It is written … 

• The devil quotes Psalm 91:11-12.

• He knows Scripture too.  If we are not ready, he will use it to 
mess with our heads.
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• 4:7 Again it is 
written … 

• Christ quotes 
Deuteronomy 6:16.

• Jesus was not going 
to put on a show to 
attract attention.



1. The Devil Tempts Jesus     4:1-11

• 4:8-10 All these I will give you

• The devil has limited earthly authority. This may have been a 
real offer on his part.

• For it is written     Christ quotes Deuteronomy 6:13.

• He will rule the nations, but not by bowing to the devil.

• He first had to submit to the cross.
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• 4:11 Then the devil left him

• James 4:7-8 (ESV)
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near 
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.
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• We resist temptation by relying on the Holy Spirit and 
remembering God’s Word.
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2. Ministry in Galilee     4:12-17

• The quotation is from Isaiah 9:1-2.

• Jesus did not settle in Jerusalem with the religious elite.

• Capernaum was not a noteworthy place, but it was 
something of a crossroads.
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Capernaum looked 
something like this 
in ancient times.

Photo credit:

https://welcometoyourisrael.w
ordpress.com/orthodox-tour-
12-days/photo-20-capernaum/
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• Capernaum is now 
an archaeological 
tourist attraction.

• It looks like this 
today.

Photo credit:

https://drblyisrael15.wordpress.co
m/2014/11/01/capernaum/



2. Ministry in Galilee     4:12-17

• 4:17 The summary of what Jesus preached is identical to 
the summary of John the Baptist in Matthew 3:2.

• They had very different personalities and ministries but 
exactly the same message.

• Ministries and ministers still differ widely today, but the 
message should be the same.
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3. Calling Disciples     4:18-22

• If you look at John 1, you can see that Jesus was not a 
complete stranger to these fishermen.

• Andrew and Peter first met him because of the ministry of 
John the Baptist.

• This is an example of how the Gospels interlock.



3. Calling Disciples     4:18-22

• There is still a major lesson here about calling.

• When Jesus calls it is our duty to respond.

• Also notice that he calls us, we don’t call ourselves.

• Still, it is important to pray about our calling while we try out 
various ways to serve.
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• I prayed about going to Eastern Europe to smuggle Bibles 
after reading God’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew.

• At the time I did not realize that was possible.

• Then I got the opportunity for one summer, but ended up in 
Europe for 11 years, after which we came here.



3. Calling Disciples     4:18-22

• Jesus calls us, we don’t call ourselves, but it’s still wise to 
pray about our calling.



4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing  4:23-25



4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing  4:23-25

• 4:23 Matthew makes a distinction between teaching and 
proclaiming the gospel.

• We might call the proclaiming part evangelism – telling 
people about Jesus and inviting them to trust in him.

• What we are doing now is teaching – helping people know 
and understand the Scriptures.



4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing  4:23-25

• 4:24-25 They brought him all the sick, those afflicted … 
and he healed them.

• Matthew sees a difference between those problems that are 
spiritual and those that are not.

• One problem was “those oppressed by demons,” so it’s not 
as if he blames demons for everything that goes wrong.
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• 4:24-25 They brought him all the sick, those afflicted … 
and he healed them.

• Jesus was known as a miracle worker from ancient times by 
Christians and non-Christians alike.
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The Egyptian Christian Origen argued against 
Celsus the pagan who said,

Jesus [was] an illegitimate child, who having 
hired himself out as a servant in Egypt on 
account of his poverty, and having there 
acquired some miraculous powers, on which 
the Egyptians greatly pride themselves, 
returned to his own country … and by means 
of these proclaimed himself a God.

– Origen, Contra Celsus, Chapter XXVIII
Origen (184 – 283AD)



4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing  4:23-25

• 4:24-25 Two important points:

1. The devil, demons and demonic activity are real.

• They can be an incredible nuisance to Christians.

• Jesus still has complete power over them.
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• 4:24-25 Two important points:

2. God still heals, sometimes with and sometimes without the 
help of doctors and medicine.

• He doesn’t want us to “jump off the pinnacle of the temple” 
medically speaking.

• At the same time he always wants us to pray.  “They brought 
him all the sick …”



4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing  4:23-25

• For homework, watch this 
36-min. lecture on miracles 
by Craig Keener, prof. of 
New Testament at Asbury 
Theological Seminary.

https://www.sagu.edu/thou
ghthub/craig-keener-
challenging-skepticism-on-
miracles

https://www.sagu.edu/thoughthub/craig-keener-challenging-skepticism-on-miracles
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1. The Devil Tempts Jesus                4:1-11

2. Ministry in Galilee                       4:12-17

3. Calling Disciples                           4:18-22

4. Teaching, Preaching, Healing     4:23-25
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