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• In Luke 14, Jesus gave us two parables, one about a 
wedding feast and one a great banquet.  

• In them he taught that the kingdom of God is for 
anyone willing to accept the invitation.

• In other more direct teaching, he also said that 
discipleship is costly.

• It means denying ourselves and taking up our cross.
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• This chapter consists of three parables.

• Their subject is God saving the lost – or repentance.

•All three of have the same basic structure.
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•All three of the parables also lead us to the theme of 
joy – specifically joy in heaven.
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Joy is the serious business of heaven.1 

– C. S. Lewis (1898 – 1963), Professor at 
both Oxford and Cambridge
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• Luke 15:7 (ESV)
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.

• Luke 15:10 (ESV)
Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.
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1. Parable of the Lost Sheep        15:1-7

2. Parable of the Lost Coin           15:8-10

3. Parable of the Prodigal Son     15:11-32



1. Parable of the Lost Sheep     15:1-7



1. Parable of the Lost Sheep     15:1-7

•15:1-2 These verses give us the reason Jesus told 
these stories.

• The Pharisees and scribes were grumbling over the 
kind of people that were gathering around Jesus.
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• Isaiah 40:11 (ESV)

He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;

he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
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• Ezekiel 34:11-12 (ESV)
11 For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will 
search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a 
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his 
sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 
sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered … 
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•Psalm 23:1-3 (ESV)
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3 He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness

for his name's sake.
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• John 10:11-14 (ESV)
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand 
and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me.
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•God seeks out the wandering person and the result is 
great joy when the sinner finally repents.

• Luke 15:7 (ESV)

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.
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• The coins, Greek drachmas, represented a full day’s 
pay – not like losing a nickel or a dime.

• That is why the woman can be so concerned to lose 
one – and so happy when she finds it.
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• Trivia:  The Drachma was 
the official currency of 
Greece until they switched 
to the Euro in 2002.

• Top: Ancient Drachma 2

•Bottom: Modern Drachma 3
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•Here again is our other key verse.

• Luke 15:10 (ESV)

Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.
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•Due to the similarity in these first two parables, we 
can explain their lessons together.

• Let’s hear from Craig Blomberg.
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(1) Just as the shepherd and woman go 
out of their way to search diligently for 
their lost possessions, so God takes the 
initiative to go to great lengths to seek 
and to save lost sinners. 

– Craig Blomberg, Denver Seminary
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(2) Just as the discovery of the lost sheep 
and coin elicit great joy, so the salvation 
of lost men and women is a cause for 
cosmic celebration.

– Craig Blomberg, Denver Seminary



2. Parable of the Lost Coin     15:8-10

(3) Just as the safety of the ninety-nine 
sheep and nine coins affords no excuse 
for not searching for what is lost, those 
who profess to be God’s people can never 
be satisfied that their numbers are 
sufficiently great so as to stop trying to 
save more. 4

– Craig Blomberg, Denver Seminary
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• Two best known and loved parables of Jesus:

1. The Good Samaritan

2. The Prodigal Son

•Both are found only in Luke, not in any other Gospel.
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•15:12 As the younger son, he would have received 
one third of the father’s property.

•15:13 (NKJV)     And not many days after, the younger 
son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, 
and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.



3. Parable of the Prodigal Son   15:11-32

•15:15-16  This picture would have been comical to 
the Jewish audience of Jesus.

• The young man is reduced to feeding pigs, dirty 
animals that Jews would never eat.

•Worse yet, the pigs are eating better than he is.



3. Parable of the Prodigal Son   15:11-32

•15:20-24  We may also fail to see the humility of the 
father in how he receives the son.

1. He runs to embrace and kiss the son – an undignified 
response for an Ancient Near Eastern father.

2. He interrupts the son to reward him – rather than 
letting him even complete his apology.  

3. He immediately begins a feast – not even giving the 
son a chance to prove himself.
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In … 1929 I gave in, and admitted that 
God was God and knelt and prayed; 
perhaps, that night, the most dejected 
and reluctant convert in all England. I did 
not then see what is now the most shining 
and obvious thing; the Divine humility 
which will accept a convert even on such 
terms. 5

– C. S. Lewis (1898 – 1963)
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•15:25-32  The older son is an equal part of the 
lesson, since he is not happy enough to join the party.

• Look back at 15:1-2 to see the two types of people the 
represented by the sons in this teaching.
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• Three lessons, one from each of the three characters:

1. The longing generosity of the Father waiting for his 
straying children to return home.

2. The open invite for sinners, no matter how far away 
they are now, to repent and turn to God.

3. Our need to know God’s grace, which quickly 
forgives and rewards the rebellious and undeserving.
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God delights in the repentance of prodigals, 
but he would prefer that they not have to 
sink so low before coming to their senses. 
God cherishes the faithfulness of those who 
obey his will but does not want them to 
despise the rebellious who have repented. 6

– Craig Blomberg, Denver Seminary
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•2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (NKJV)
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
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1. Parable of the Lost Sheep        15:1-7

2. Parable of the Lost Coin           15:8-10

3. Parable of the Prodigal Son     15:11-32
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• Luke 15:7 (ESV)
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.

• Luke 15:10 (ESV)
Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.
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1. From the shepherd, the woman and the father we 
learn that God seeks the lost and greatly rejoices 
when they return.
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when they return.

2. From the lost sheep, the coin and the prodigal, we 
learn our great value to God and our need to repent.
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1. From the shepherd, the woman and the father we 
learn that God seeks the lost and greatly rejoices 
when they return.

2. From the lost sheep, the coin and the prodigal, we 
learn our great value to God and the need to repent.

3. From the 99 sheep, 9 coins, but mainly from the 
older brother, we learn that our safety near our 
Father needs to cause us to share his joy.



Luke 15     A Prayer



Luke 15     A Prayer

•Heavenly Father,

•We have sinned against you and are not worthy to be 
called your children. Yet that is what you call us once 
we put our faith in Christ.

• Thank you for receiving us into your family. Thank you 
for receiving us, like lost sheep, back into the fold.
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•We thank you further for seeking us out as the 
shepherd would seek the lost sheep or the woman 
would seek the lost coin in the parables.

• You show us how much you value us, in that you did 
not leave us in our lost state, but sought us out so that 
we might turn to you.
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•Help us to appreciate the joy that fills heaven over 
each sinner that repents.

•Help us to share that same joy.

•Help us, now that we are walking with you, to be 
among those who join you in bringing other lost 
sheep back into the fold. We know that there are 
many other prodigals much like ourselves who need 
to return to you.
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•Please give us the privilege of seeing the lost found 
and coming back to you.

• In Christ,
Amen
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