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• Last week Jesus gave us a series of little nudges to 
keep us moving along the path as his disciples.

•We began each one with the word “Be.”

• They were “Be careful” (of your example to others), 
“Be forgiving” and “Be full of faith.”

• These were followed by “Be a servant,” “Be thankful,” 
and finally, “Be ready” (for Christ’s return).
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• This week Jesus will teach us some things about 
prayer – namely to be bold and persistent.
•He will also teach us about grace and about the 

attitude we should have as we approach God.
• Finally, he will remind us that his life was always 

meant to end at the cross.
• The goal of his life was to give us life through his death 

and resurrection.
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• Luke 18:27 (ESV)

But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible 
with God.” 
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1. The Persistent Widow        18:1-8

2. Two Men Praying               18:9-14

3. Let the Children Come     18:15-17

4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

5. Jesus Says He Will Die      18:31-34

6. Jesus Heals a Beggar        18:35-43
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1. The Persistent Widow     18:1-8

• This parable bears a strong resemblance to the 
parable of the Friend at Midnight in Luke 11:5-8.

• Each parable teaches us a related lesson on prayer.





1. The Persistent Widow     18:1-8

• The lesson from the friend at midnight mainly had to 
do with boldness or shameless audacity (NIV).

• Luke 11:8 (Complete Jewish Bible)

But I tell you, even if he won’t get up because the man 
is his friend, yet because of the man’s hutzpah he will 
get up and give him as much as he needs.



1. The Persistent Widow     18:1-8

• The lesson from the persistent widow teaches us to be 
persistent in prayer. 

• Luke 18:4-5 (ESV)
4 For a while [the judge] refused, but afterward he said 
to himself, “Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 
5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give 
her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her 
continual coming.”



1. The Persistent Widow     18:1-8

•Or as Jesus put it right at the beginning,  

• Luke 18:1 (ESV)

And he told them a parable to the effect that they 
ought always to pray and not lose heart.





1. The Persistent Widow     18:1-8

• In both cases the lesson comes from a “how much 
more” type of argument.

•God is neither a man sleeping nor an unjust judge.

•He is eager to hear our prayers and give us everything 
we need.

• The question Jesus poses reverses the problem, 
saying, “Are we willing to believe that about God?”



1. The Persistent Widow     18:1-8

• Luke 18:6-8 (ESV)
6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge 
says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry 
to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I 
tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?”
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2. Two Men Praying     18:9-14

• This parable also teaches something about prayer, but 
is mainly about humility and grace.

• Look at how Luke introduces it,

• Luke 18:9 (ESV)

He also told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and treated 
others with contempt.





2. Two Men Praying     18:9-14

•18:11-12 The Pharisee thinks that he is righteous.

•Certainly that is what others would have thought.

•18:13     The tax collector knows from the start that he 
is not righteous.

• a sinner = “the sinner” and so a bit stronger

•He comes to the temple pleading for mercy.



2. Two Men Praying     18:9-14

• Lessons from the Tax Collector:

•He is confident enough to go to the temple to pray.

•He is not running and hiding from God.  

•He understands God’s grace and his need for it.



2. Two Men Praying     18:9-14

Your worst days are never so bad 
that you’re beyond the reach of 
God’s grace. And your best days 
are never so good that you’re 
beyond the need of God’s grace. 1

– Jerry Bridges (1929 – 2016) 
Author, Navigators staff member



2. Two Men Praying     18:9-14

• The words of the tax collector have been modified 
into what is sometimes called the Jesus Prayer.

• It has long been used by Christians for extended 
meditation, but mainly in Eastern Orthodoxy. 2

•One simply repeats and meditates on the words, 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, the 
sinner. 
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3. Let the Children Come     18:15-17

Why does he say that children are fit for 
the kingdom of heaven?  Perhaps it is 
because they do not know spitefulness, 
have not learned to deceive, dare not 
strike back, neglect to search for wealth 
and do not work after honor and 
ambition. 3

– Ambrose (339 – 397) 
Bishop of Milan



3. Let the Children Come     18:15-17

• The lesson here is painfully easy to interpret, but just 
as painfully difficult to apply.

•We so want to be the adults, the mature, the skillful 
or the wise – and that is not all bad.

•We don’t want to be childish, but we need to have 
childlike simplicity in our trust of God.
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4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

•Matthew tells us the man was young.

• Luke tells us he was a ruler (v.18).

• The man seems sincere, but is perhaps a bit too self-
confident.

•He is not quite self-righteous – like the praying 
Pharisee in the earlier parable.



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

• Luke 18:22 (ESV)

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you 
still lack. Sell all that you have … 

•Mark 10:21 (ESV)

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to 
him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have …



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

Is His love the overmastering impulse 
which urges you to all good … that 
keeps you back from all evil, the magnet 
that draws, the anchor that steadies …?  
Then you are blessed … and you will be 
blessed forever and ever. 4

– Alexander Maclaren (1826 – 1910) 
British Baptist Pastor 



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

•We often fail to understand that Jesus asks us to give 
things up for our own good.

•He doesn’t want anything to hinder our love for him 
or block out his love for us.

•He wants us to learn that treasure in heaven (v.22) 
vastly better than treasure on earth.



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

•18:23-25     How many people are like this rich (young) 
ruler, who decide earthly stuff is better than Jesus?

•Why be satisfied with temporary things that are 
destined to rot away when we can have better?



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 
about with drink and sex and ambition 
when infinite joy is offered us, like an 
ignorant child who wants to go on 
making mud pies in a slum because he 
cannot imagine what is meant by the 
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are 
far too easily pleased. 3

– C. S. Lewis (1898 – 1963) 



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

•18:26-27 Only Jesus saves – and without him 
salvation is impossible.

• Luke 18:27 (ESV)

But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible 
with God.” 



4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

•18:28-30 Overly spiritual Christians might think that 
heavenly rewards are a poor motivator.

• Jesus doesn’t seem to think so.
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5. Jesus Says He Will Die     18:31-34

• Luke 9:21-22 (ESV)
21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell 
this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised.”



5. Jesus Says He Will Die     18:31-34

• Luke 13:31-33 (ESV)
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to 
him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill 
you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, 
‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today 
and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 
33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and 
tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a 
prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’



5. Jesus Says He Will Die     18:31-34

• Jesus knew he was going to die.

• This was the main point of his mission on earth.

•He had us in mind when he went to the cross.
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6. Jesus Heals a Beggar     18:35-43

•Mark 10:46 gives us this beggar’s name, Bartimaeus.

•Matthew 20:30 tells us that the beggar had another 
blind friend.

•Blind Bart illustrates the parables on prayer.

•He has the boldness of the friend at midnight and the 
persistence of the persistent widow.
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1. The Persistent Widow        18:1-8

2. Two Men Praying               18:9-14

3. Let the Children Come     18:15-17

4. The Rich (Young) Ruler     18:18-30

5. Jesus Says He Will Die      18:31-34

6. Jesus Heals a Beggar        18:35-43
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1. In prayer, be both bold and persistent.
2. Remember your constant need for grace.
3. Come to Christ as a child would, with childlike 

simplicity rather than any merit of your own.
4. Treasure in heaven is much, much better than 

treasure on earth.
5. Jesus knew he was going to die and he had us in 

mind when he did.
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• Luke 18:27 (ESV)

But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible 
with God.” 
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•Heavenly Father,

•As we approach you in prayer, we want to leave 
behind any thoughts of our own merit, wisdom – and 
all confidence that we even know how to pray.

•Our confidence is nothing more than trust in you. Give 
us boldness to come before you on the basis of your 
faithful love. And help us to be persistent in prayer.  



Luke 18     A Prayer

•Help us to live our lives in such a way as to store up 
treasure in heaven.  

•Not that we deserve any such thing, but again, we 
trust you and remember our constant need for your 
great grace.



Luke 18     A Prayer

•And finally thank you for the cross, through which 
your Son Jesus has brought us into a right standing 
before you, by atoning for our sins.

• It is in his name that we pray,

•Amen
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