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•Christ has arrived in Jerusalem, nearing the end of his 
earthly ministry.

•His teaching in the last chapter centered on:

1. Authority – which rightfully belongs to Jesus.

2. Theology – which, it turns out, really matters a lot.

3. Hypocrisy – and the need to avoid it.
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• This chapter will start by Jesus showing us how God 
looks at our giving.
•Christ will also give us prophecy of future events, 

some of which has already been fulfilled.
•He will remind us not to be terrified at wars and 

tumults; unrest is a normal part of this age.
•Christians should be watching and waiting expectantly 

for Jesus while serving him now here on earth.
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• Luke 21:36 (NIV) – Note the translation

Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able 
to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may 
be able to stand before the Son of Man.”
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1. The Widow’s Lepta                  21:1-4

2. Destruction of the Temple     21:5-9

3. Wars and Persecution             21:10-19

4. Destruction of Jerusalem       21:20-24

5. Coming of the Son of Man     21:25-28

6. The Lesson of the Fig Tree      21:29-33

7. Watch Yourselves                     21:34-38
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•Reproductions of Judean 
lepton coins 

•Available on eBay

•https://www.ebay.com/i
/223808332755?chn=ps

https://www.ebay.com/i/223808332755?chn=ps


1. The Widow’s Lepta     20:1-8

•21:2 One lepton was worth 1/128 of a day’s wage,  
or less than 1% of what a laborer earned in a day.

•21:3  According to Jesus, she put in more than all the 
rich with their larger gifts.

• This tells us how God looks at our giving.

•He looks at what we have, not at what we lack.
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2. Destruction of the Temple     21:5-9

•21:6 In Luke 19:43-44, Jesus referred to the 
destruction of the temple in similar words.

43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies 
will set up a barricade around you and surround you 
and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to 
the ground, you and your children within you. And they 
will not leave one stone upon another in you, because 
you did not know the time of your visitation.



2. Destruction of the Temple     21:5-9

• Jesus is going to blend prophecies dealing with:

1. The destruction of the temple

2. The destruction of Jerusalem

3. The coming of the Son of Man

•All of these were still future at that time and at the 
time of Luke’s writing.



2. Destruction of the Temple     21:5-9

•21:7 The disciples probably thought that these were 
all related to the same timeframe.

•Matthew 24:3 (ESV)

As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to 
him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things 
be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
end of the age?”



2. Destruction of the Temple     21:5-9

•21:9 This is an important verse for us today.

And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be 
terrified, for these things must first take place, but the 
end will not be at once.

•Don’t be terrified at wars and tumults; unrest is a 
normal part of this age.
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•Wars and persecution are basic elements of this age in 
which we now live.

• The church has enjoyed peace from time to time on 
one place or another, but it is not guaranteed.

• In fact, we need to be fairly content without it.



3. Wars and Persecution     21:10-19

•1 Thessalonians 5:2-4 (ESV)
2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people 
are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief.



3. Wars and Persecution     21:10-19

• Luke 21:16-19 (ESV)
16 You will be delivered up even by parents and 
brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you 
they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my 
name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives.
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4. Destruction of Jerusalem     21:20-24

• There are stories floating around that Christians 
heeded this warning and, therefore, survived.

•We know that the church continued to thrive after 
Jerusalem’s fall and that no important leaders died.

• The prophecy seems to remain partially unfulfilled.



4. Destruction of Jerusalem     21:20-24

•A key phrase appears only here in Scripture.

• Luke 21:23-24 (ESV)

For there will be great distress upon the earth and 
wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of 
the sword and be led captive among all nations, and 
Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.



4. Destruction of Jerusalem     21:20-24

Some argue that the times of the 
Gentiles have ended since Israel today 
is not under Gentile domination, but 
what we see today is only a brief 
interruption of Gentile rule over Israel, 
and Israel currently has no Davidic 
king ruling … 

– Mark Hitchcock, pastor, 
author and seminary professor



4. Destruction of Jerusalem     21:20-24

Israel is still enduring the times of the 
Gentiles. It will close with the second 
advent of Christ when He returns to 
rule as King. 1

– Mark Hitchcock, pastor, 
author and seminary professor



4. Destruction of Jerusalem     21:20-24

• These times are mapped out for us in Daniel 2 and 7.

• They began with the Babylonian Empire, then 
proceeded through the Persian and Greek Empires.

• The Roman Empire of Christ’s day was never exactly 
destroyed and will be revived later.

• Jesus will then return and begin ruling instead.
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• There is an extent to which we need to be aware of 
these signs.

•We are not to panic, but to draw encouragement.

• Things are moving along as Jesus said.

•Christians should be watching and waiting expectantly 
for Jesus while serving him now here on earth.
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•When I was a new Christian a number of prophecy 
teachers said the fig tree had to do with Israel.

• Israel was reborn as a nation, so Jesus is coming soon.

•He may be coming soon, but I believe this idea was 
wrong and even misled some people.

• To begin with, that view does not consider the words 
“and all the trees.  As soon as they …” (vv.29-30)



6. The Lesson of the Fig Tree   21:29-33

• It makes better sense to connect the fig tree with end 
times events such as Jesus just spoke about earlier.

•Daniel 9 indicates that a final 7-year period of time 
involving Israel will come prior to Christ’s return.

• This time of trouble will come suddenly, but those 
who see it will know that the end is near.



6. The Lesson of the Fig Tree   21:29-33

The events of the tribulation are like 
the springtime budding of the fig tree. 
As the budding of the fig tree in the 
spring signals the nearness of summer, 
so the events that transpire during the 
Seventieth Week of Daniel give clear 
evidence of the nearness of the Lord’s 
second coming … 

– John F. Hart, Moody Bible Institute



6. The Lesson of the Fig Tree   21:29-33

In other words, once the tribulation 
signs begin, the second coming is 
foreseeable. 2

– John F. Hart, Moody Bible Institute



6. The Lesson of the Fig Tree   21:29-33

•We should not be counting days, months or years 
while looking for the return of Jesus.

•Again, we the church should maintain an attitude of 
hopeful expectation at all times.
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•Here is our key verse again.

• Luke 21:36 (ESV)

But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have 
strength to escape all these things that are going to 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.

• This is one place where I think the NIV does a better 
job of interpreting (maybe not translating) the idea.



7. Watch Yourselves   21:34-38

• Luke 21:34-36 (NIV)
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and 
that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it 
will come on all those who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may 
be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that 
you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”



7. Watch Yourselves   21:34-38

• The idea of “having strength” to escape makes it 
sound a little bit like weak believers will not escape.

• That will be a result of their weakness.

• Stronger believers will, but because of the strength 
they receive as a result of prayer.

• This seems a little too works oriented and a not quite 
grace oriented enough to be correct.



7. Watch Yourselves   21:34-38

• I believe that the church will escape those times 
because Jesus will take her to be with him.

• Trials, troubles and persecution are guaranteed, but 
enduring the wrath of God here on earth is not.

• That is something reserved for those who do not 
believe before that day – those described here.



7. Watch Yourselves   21:34-38

• Let’s make sure Jesus is talking about us when he says,

• Luke 6:47-48 (ESV)
47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and 
does them, I will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a 
man building a house, who dug deep and laid the 
foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the 
stream broke against that house and could not shake it, 
because it had been well built.
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1. The Widow’s Lepta                  21:1-4

2. Destruction of the Temple     21:5-9

3. Wars and Persecution             21:10-19

4. Destruction of Jerusalem       21:20-24

5. Coming of the Son of Man     21:25-28

6. The Lesson of the Fig Tree      21:29-33

7. Watch Yourselves                     21:34-38
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•God looks at our giving based on what we have, not 
on what we lack.
•Don’t be terrified at wars and tumults; unrest is a 

normal part of this age.
• The church has enjoyed peace from time to time, but 

we need to be fairly content without it.
•Christians should be watching and waiting expectantly 

for Jesus while serving him now here on earth.
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• Luke 21:36 (NIV)

Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able 
to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may 
be able to stand before the Son of Man.



Luke 21     A Prayer



Luke 21     A Prayer

•Heavenly Father, 

• You are allowing us to live in troubling times.  All 
around us we see war, disease, unrest. Our society 
seems right now to be falling apart.

•Help us to find our strength and stability in you.

•Allow us to be a light during these dark days as we 
point people to you.



Luke 21     A Prayer

•Help us not to get sidetracked by the conflicts of our 
age.  We know that instability is in some ways normal 
during these times in which we live.  
•Help us to be peacemakers while we look forward to 

the peace that will only come when Jesus, the Prince 
of Peace, returns.
• In Christ,
•Amen
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