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• Let’s begin by going back and reading John 18:33-40.

•Note v.38, where Pilate says, “I find no guilt in him.”
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• This chapter might normally be read on Good Friday.

•We will see Jesus as he is sentenced to death and then 
goes to the cross.

•We will end with his burial.

• You already know what we will talk about next week!
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• John 19:30 (ESV) 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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1. Jesus Before Pilate           19:1-16a

2. The Crucifixion                19:16b-27

3. Christ’s Death                   19:28-30

4. Confirming the Death 19:31-37

5. Christ’s Burial                   19:38-42
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1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:1 Flogging by the Romans could be a relatively 
minor or a very serious punishment.

• In Christ’s case it was no doubt serious, as he was 
going to be crucified.

• The prisoner would already begin bleeding, which 
would weaken him and hasten the process of death.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•Remember Isaiah 53:5 (ESVUK)

But he was wounded for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his stripes we are healed.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:4 Pilate once again,

• “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know 
that I find no guilt in him.”

•19:6 And a third time,

•Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify 
him, for I find no guilt in him.”



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:7 Death was the punishment for blasphemy, 
according to Leviticus 24:15-16.

15 And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever 
curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 Whoever 
blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to 
death. All the congregation shall stone him. The 
sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes 
the Name, shall be put to death.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:8 Pilate … was even more afraid.

•Romans were often very superstitious people.

•Pilate may not have believed in Jesus, but they had 
many myths and legends about divine beings.
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•19:8 Pilate … was even more afraid.

• Further, in Matthew 27:19, we read,

Besides, while he [Pilate] was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream.”



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:10-11 Roman authority was certainly a high 
honor in those days.

• Think, however, of the authority of the high priest, 
ordained by God, who handed Jesus over to Pilate.

•He used his God-given authority to hand Jesus the 
Messiah over to a pagan ruler.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:11 greater sin

•All sin is sin and is enough to condemn us before God.

• Still, some sins are greater than others.

• Just because “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23) does not 
mean that all sin is equal.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•A Useful Example:

•Perhaps you have sinned in your heart.  

•We all have, through anger, lust, covetousness, etc.

•Do not follow through on it to carry out the act.  

• Stop now before it gets worse.

•Admit the sin and repent while it is still only at the 
heart level.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:12-16 Pilate’s relationship with the Jews was 
never good and he was often a cruel ruler.

•He was required to respect Jewish customs.

• Further, the Romans we very demanding of their 
governors, who were obligated to keep the peace.

•He is in a very tough spot, because he knows Jesus is 
innocent and he is the only one who can release him.



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•Pilate’s moral dilemma:
1. He was required to rule the Jews peacefully and 

respect their customs.
2. He was required to be a just judge and only resort 

to the death penalty when it was justified. 
3. Both the Romans and the Jews had the ability to 

make his life miserable if they were displeased.
•What would you do?



1. Jesus Before Pilate     19:1-16a

•19:15 The chief priests answered, “We have no king 
but Caesar”
•At one level, Pilate can be excused for not recognizing 

who Jesus really is – the Son of God, the Christ.
•He cannot be excused for putting an innocent man to 

death.
•How much worse is this declaration of the chief 

priests?
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Notice that they didn’t say, “We 
have no king but God.” Their hatred 
of Jesus was so great that they were 
willing to disregard their divine ruler 
and align themselves with a pagan 
king. Placing human government 
above God never ends well. 1

– Tony Evans,
Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship
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2. The Crucifixion     19:16b-27

Is there such a thing as a person who 
would actually prefer wasting away in 
pain on a cross—dying limb by limb 
one drop of blood at a time—rather 
than dying quickly? Would any human 
being willingly choose to be fastened 
to that cursed tree … 

—Seneca the Younger, (4 BC – 65 AD), 
Epistulae morales, 101.14



2. The Crucifixion     19:16b-27

… especially after the beating that left 
him deathly weak, deformed, swelling 
with vicious welts on shoulders and 
chest, and struggling to draw every 
last, agonizing breath? Anyone facing 
such a death would plead to die 
rather than mount the cross. 2

—Seneca the Younger, (4 BC – 65 AD), 
Epistulae morales, 101.14



2. The Crucifixion     19:16b-27

•Crucifixion may be the most shameful, painful death 
that human ingenuity has ever devised.

•19:19-22     Imagine Pilate’s condescending attitude 
toward the Jews as he writes the inscription,

Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews



2. The Crucifixion     19:16b-27

•19:24     John points us here to Psalm 22:18

“They divided my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.”



2. The Crucifixion     19:16b-27

•19:25     his mother’s sister

•Matthew 27:56 mentions “the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee” as one of the women at the cross.

•Mark 15:40 mentions “Salome.”

•Bible Trivia:  If these are the same person, then Jesus 
would have been the first cousin of James and John.
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•19:26-27     That relationship would help explain why 
Jesus’ mother went to live with John.

• They were relatives.

• Moreover, Christ’s brothers were not yet believers at 
this time.
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•19:28-29 to fulfill the Scripture

•Psalm 69:21 says,

For my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.



3. Christ’s Death     19:28-30

•19:30 It is finished.

Receipts for taxes found in the papyri 
have written across them this single 
Greek word, which means “paid in 
full.” The price for our redemption 
was paid in full by our Lord’s death. 3

– Charles Ryrie (1925 – 2016), 
Ryrie Study Bible



3. Christ’s Death     19:28-30

•19:30 it is finished

•His work is complete. 

• The prophecies are fulfilled. 

•Our redemption is accomplished once and for all. 



3. Christ’s Death     19:28-30

•19:30 it is finished

•Psalm 22 begins with the cry “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 

• It ends with words that seem to point to Christ’s 
finished work.



3. Christ’s Death     19:28-30

•Psalm 22:30-31 (ESV)
30 Posterity shall serve him;

it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
31 they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a 
people yet unborn,

that he has done it.
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4. Confirming the Death     19:31-37

•19:31 This might remind us of Matthew 23:24,

You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a 
camel!



4. Confirming the Death     19:31-37

•19:36 “Not one of his bones will be broken.”

• See Exodus 12:46, or Numbers 9:12, pertaining to the 
Passover lamb.  

•Also Psalm 34:20.

He keeps all his bones;
not one of them is broken.



4. Confirming the Death     19:31-37

•19:37 “They will look on him whom they have 
pierced.”  
• See Zechariah 12:10.
And I will pour out on the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for 
mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, 
as one weeps over a firstborn.
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5. Christ’s Burial     19:38-42

Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre
in Jerusalem

Likely Location 
of the original 
Tomb
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Inside the 
Church



5. Christ’s Burial     19:38-42

Gordon’s Calvary

A site that still 
looks more like 
where Jesus would 
have died



5. Christ’s Burial     19:38-42

Garden 
Tomb at 
Gordon’s 
Calvary



Ginger Rising from 
the Dead



5. Christ’s Burial     19:38-42

• To quote the Nicene Creed, which many churches 
repeat out loud each and every week,

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered, died, and was buried. 4
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1. Jesus Before Pilate           19:1-16a

2. The Crucifixion                19:16b-27

3. Christ’s Death                   19:28-30

4. Confirming the Death     19:31-37

5. Christ’s Burial                   19:38-42
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• John 19:30 (ESV) 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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1. In Pilate:

•We see the difficulty of moral dilemmas, which can pit 
self-interest against doing the right thing.

•We are always obligated to do the right thing.
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2. In the Chief Priests:

•We see how those with the highest religious 
responsibilities can also be guilty of the greatest sins.

•Religious authority can give someone immense 
opportunity to do evil.
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3. In all the fulfilled prophecy:

•We see that God was entirely in control of Christ’s 
crucifixion.

• There was never a moment when things did not go 
directly according to God’s plan.

•He has the ability to bring great good out of the worst 
kind of sin and suffering.



John 19     Key Points

4. In Jesus, we see perfect love:

•1 John 3:16 (ESV)

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
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•1 John 4:9-11 (ESV) 
9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.
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• Father in heaven,

• You have glorified the name of Jesus now and forever 
by sending him to die on the cross.

• In Christ you fulfilled your perfect plan, which was the 
plan for our redemption.  There is no greater love.

•Help us to never look lightly on the cross of Jesus 
Christ.  And help us to live for you.



John 19     A Prayer

• Teach us to do what is right, even when we face the 
most difficult moral dilemmas, choosing you over self-
interest and even over human authority every time.

•And help us to love one another through great self-
sacrifice, even as Christ loves us.

• In Christ,

•Amen
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