
“Suspended Between 
Heaven and Earth”

2 Samuel



2 Samuel 13

1 Now Absalom, David's son, had a beautiful sister, 
whose name was Tamar. And after a time Amnon, 
David's son, loved her. 2 And Amnon was so 
tormented that he made himself ill …



2 Samuel 13

21 When King David heard of all these things, 
he was very angry. 22 But Absalom spoke to 
Amnon neither good nor bad, for Absalom 
hated Amnon, because he had violated his 
sister Tamar.



2 Samuel 13

28 Then Absalom commanded his servants, “Mark 
when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and 
when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him. 
Do not fear; have I not commanded you? Be 
courageous and be valiant.”



2 Samuel 13

38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was 
there three years. 39 And the spirit of the 
king longed to go out to Absalom, because he was 
comforted about Amnon, since he was dead.



2 Samuel 14

1 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah knew that the 
king's heart went out to Absalom. 2 And Joab sent 
to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman 
and said to her, “Pretend to be a mourner and put 
on mourning garments…



2 Samuel 14

21 Then the king said to Joab, “Behold now, I grant 
this; go, bring back the young man Absalom.” …  
24 And the king said, “Let him dwell apart in his 
own house; he is not to come into my presence.” 
So Absalom lived apart in his own house and did 
not come into the king's presence.



2 Samuel 14

25 Now in all Israel there was no one so much to 
be praised for his handsome appearance as 
Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the crown 
of his head there was no blemish in him.26 And 
when he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of 
every year he used to cut it; when it was heavy on 
him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head, 
two hundred shekels by the king's weight.



2 Samuel 14

33 Then Joab went to the king and told him, and 
he summoned Absalom. So he came to the king 
and bowed himself on his face to the ground 
before the king, and the king kissed Absalom.



2 Samuel 15
1 After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to 
run before him. 2 And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the 
way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before the 
king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what city 
are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe 
in Israel,”3 Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are good and 
right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you.”4 Then 
Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man 
with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him 
justice.” 5 And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he 
would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. 6 Thus 
Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So 
Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.



2 Samuel 15
13 And a messenger came to David, saying, “The 
hearts of the men of Israel have gone after 
Absalom.” 14 Then David said to all his servants 
who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let 
us flee, or else there will be no escape for us from 
Absalom. Go quickly, lest he overtake us quickly 
and bring down ruin on us and strike the city with 
the edge of the sword.”
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