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• Last week we saw Peter make his way to Joppa on the 
Mediterranean Sea.

• There the Lord used him to raise a woman named 
Tabitha from the dead.

•He continued to stay “for many days” in Joppa with 
Simon a tanner (9:43).
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•One of the issues the earliest church had to face had 
to do with non-Jewish believers in Jesus.

• The question of how – or even whether – to integrate 
them into the church was a difficult one at the time.

• This chapter walks us through a major step in that 
process.
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•God will supernaturally bring together Peter, the 
religious Jew, and Cornelius the Roman.

• The lessons learned here will be vital to the trajectory 
of outreach and evangelism to the present day.
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•Acts 10:34-35 (ESV) 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.
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1. Cornelius’s Vision            10:1-8

2. Peter’s Vision                          10:9-16

3. Messengers from Cornelius     10:17-23a

4. Peter Arrives in Caesarea         10:23b-29

5. Cornelius Retells the Vision     10:30-33

6. Peter Proclaims Christ   10:34-43

7. Gentiles Receive the Spirit 10:44-48
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1. Cornelius’s Vision     10:1-8

•10:2 Cornelius was no ordinary Roman solider:
•A Devout Man
• Feared God
•Gave Alms Generously
•Prayed to God Continuously 
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•10:2 But Cornelius did not yet know Jesus.  

• Therefore, the angel instructs him to send for Peter.



1. Cornelius’s Vision     10:1-8

The angel did not preach the gospel 
to the centurion; that privilege was 
to be entrusted to the apostle Peter.

– John Stott (1921 – 2011), 
All Souls Church, London
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2. Peter’s Vision     10:9-16

•10:9 Peter went up on the housetop … to pray.

•Peter knew the importance of finding a place to get 
alone with God.

• Each of us should have such a place.
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•10:15 What God has made clean, do not call 
common.

•Kosher food laws were one of the ways God kept the 
people of Israel distinct among the nations.

• This was a valuable difference up until the time that 
Jesus the Messiah finally came.
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•10:15 What God has made clean, do not call 
common.
•Mark 7:18-20 (ESV)
18 And he said to them, “ … Do you not see that 
whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile 
him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and 
is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20 And 
he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles 
him.”
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•God was working on both ends of this 30-something-
mile journey.

•He prepared Cornelius to hear from Peter and then 
prepared Peter to speak to Cornelius.

•We can learn something from this even if we do not 
receive heavenly visions or visits from angels.
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Life is too short to spend excessive time 
and energy upon apathetic people … 
Our part is to move with His Spirit and 
respond to those whose hearts have 
been awakened by grace.

– Robert Coleman, 
in The Master Plan of Discipleship, 47
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• It is a point of good theology to believe that God is 
always at work in someone’s heart.

•Peter, having been prepared by God, did not take long 
to decide to go to Caesarea and talk to Cornelius.

• Just as the Spirit told him, Peter went with the men 
“without hesitation.” (v.20)
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4. Peter Arrives in Caesarea   10:23b-29

•10:25-26 Peter will not receive worship from 
Cornelius.  

•He knows better than to fall into that trap.
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•10:28 unlawful This is not the best translation, 
since no word related to “law” is in the original.

• It was not precisely against Jewish law to visit a 
Gentile person.

• It is something that simply was not done.

• It is better to think of it as something that goes against 
ancient custom or tradition.
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•Peter, in a few short sentences, draws the line against 
two extremes in human relations.

•He has refused to receive worship as if divine.

•He has refused to reject another person as unclean.

•Both of these are traps that people are likely to fall 
into even to this day.



5. Cornelius Retells the Vision   10:30-33



5. Cornelius Retells the Vision   10:30-33

•Cornelius is not only ready to hear Peter, but he has 
gathered all his family and friends.

• This group of Gentiles is all set to hear what the God 
of Israel has to say to them through Peter.
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•10:34-35 In our key verses, Peter tells us what he 
has learned about racial or ethnic superiority.

• The simple truth is that there is no such thing from 
God’s point of view.

•God made us all and we stand equal before him.

• Jesus joins together what the devil divides.
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Given the Bible’s clear teaching on 
racial equality, since all people come 
from one source (see 17:26) it 
doesn’t require years of training and 
seminars to embrace the truth …

– Tony Evans, 
Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship



6. Peter Proclaims Christ     10:34-43

… It simply requires a quick 
willingness to take God at his Word. 
We must see people as God sees 
them.

– Tony Evans, 
Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship
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•2 Chronicles 16:9 (ESV) 

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to give strong support to those whose 
heart is blameless toward him.
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•10:39     “They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree.”

• There is an echo here of Deuteronomy 21:22-23.
22 And if a man has committed a crime punishable by 
death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a 
tree, 23 his body shall not remain all night on the tree, 
but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man 
is cursed by God … 
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•10:43 To him all the prophets bear witness that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.

•God is gathering people from all nations to join 
together in worshiping him.

•He accepts us just as we are ethnically or socially, but 
not as we have always been religiously.
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•10:43 To him all the prophets bear witness that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.

• Forgiveness of sins is given to “everyone who believes 
in him,” that is, to those who receive Christ.

•We must see Christ as the only righteous judge (v.42) 
and not as one religious figure among many.
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•10:44 This is sometimes called the “Gentile 
Pentecost.”

• The Spirit comes upon them “While Peter was still 
saying these things.”

•He never even got to the end of his message.

•No altar call, no closing prayer, just the Holy Spirit 
falling “on all who heard the word.”
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1. Cornelius’s Vision            10:1-8

2. Peter’s Vision                          10:9-16

3. Messengers from Cornelius     10:17-23a

4. Peter Arrives in Caesarea         10:23b-29

5. Cornelius Retells the Vision     10:30-33

6. Peter Proclaims Christ   10:34-43

7. Gentiles Receive the Spirit 10:44-48
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•Acts 10:34-35 (ESV) 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.
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1. Peter found a special place to spend time with God 
even when he was not at home.  We can too. 

2. God is always working in someone’s heart, preparing 
them to hear the Good News.

3. God plays no favorites when it comes to race, 
ethnicity or social standing.
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4. He does, however, have only one religion and it 
requires a saving faith in Jesus Christ.

5. Jesus joins together what the devil divides.
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•Dear Father in heaven,
• Thank you for being a God that wants to spend time 

with us.  We, like Peter, need to spend some daily time 
with you.  Help us to feel a deep need for that and 
then help us to find a special place to spend that time.
•We thank you also for constantly working in people’s 

hearts.  Please show us someone around us whose 
heart you are preparing.  Lead us to opportunities to 
share our faith or be used by you in some way.
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•We know from the example in this story that you 
might be leading us to speak to someone who is very 
different from us.  Prepare us for these cross-cultural 
encounters.
•And please keep reminding us that salvation is found 

in Christ alone.  He must be the focus of our faith.
• In his name we pray,
•Amen



Acts 10     References

1. Evans, Tony; CSB Bibles by Holman. The Tony Evans Bible 
Commentary. B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.

2. Fernando, A. (1998). Acts. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House.

3. Marshall, I. H. (1980). Acts: an introduction and 
commentary (Vol. 5). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

4. Polhill, J. B. (1992).  Acts (New American Bible Commentary, 
Vol. 26). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

5. Stott, J. R. W. (1994). The message of Acts: the Spirit, the 
church & the world. Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press.


