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•We have been following the ministry of Paul.

•He has been in today’s Greece, evangelizing in 
Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea and Athens.

• In each case his work, even when effective, was fairly 
short, a few weeks or months at the most.

• That is about to change.
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• Today we will see Paul in Corinth, a grossly immoral 
city, where he will stay for one and a half years.

• Later Paul will make his way to Ephesus, a place to 
which he will return later.

•We will also meet a few important new team 
members, namely Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos.
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• In Paul’s day, Corinth was a large and vibrant city, 
much bigger than Athens.

• It was the capital of the Roman province of Achaia.

• It’s unique location gave it access to two separate 
ports with a 3 ½ mile strip of land between them.

• The city was bustling with travelers, sailors and 
merchants from all parts of the Roman Empire.
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• The main temple in the city was to Apollo.

• In earlier times, there was a huge temple to Aphrodite 
on a large hill known as the Acrocorinth.

•Allegedly, it was at one time home to 1000 sacred 
prostitutes who worked throughout the city at night.

•Maybe this was an exaggeration, but we get the idea 
(What happens in Corinth stays in Corinth.)
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https://the-travelling-
twins.com/things-to-do-
in-corinth-greece/
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•Acts 18:9-10 (ESV) 
9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for 
I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, 
for I have many in this city who are my people.”
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1. Aquila and Priscilla           18:1-4

2. Ministry in Corinth          18:5-11

3. Opposition Increases     18:12-17

4. Paul’s Return Trip           18:18-23

5. Introducing Apollos       18:24-28
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From 
JesusWalk.com
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•18:2 Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave 
Rome

• In the writings of the Roman historian Suetonius, we 
find a description of this event.
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Since the Jews constantly made 
disturbances at the instigation of 
Chrestus, he [i.e. Claudius] expelled 
them from Rome.

– Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus

(~69 – ~140 AD)
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•18:3 tentmakers In those days tents were either 
made of leather or of cloth called cilicium.

•Cilicium was made of woven goat’s hair named after 
Paul’s native province Cilicia.

•When God uses the details of our lives to accomplish 
his will, such activity is known as God’s providence.
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The providence of God is his 
purposeful sovereignty by which he 
will be completely successful in the 
achievement of his ultimate goal 
for the universe … 

– John Piper, 
from his book on the subject
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… God’s providence carries his 
plans into action, guides all things 
toward his ultimate goal, and leads 
to the final consummation.

– John Piper, 
from his book on the subject
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• Trusting God’s Providence

•Aquila and Priscilla were forced to leave Rome due to 
Claudius Caesar’s anti-Semitic (anti-Christian?) policy.

•God led them to Corinth where they met Paul and 
became his partners in ministry for years to come.

•We can trust that God can use our circumstances, 
however adverse, for his glory and to fulfill his plans.
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•18:5 Silas and Timothy … occupied with the word
• Evidently, Paul’s friends brought financial gifts from 

Macedonia to support Paul in his missionary efforts.
•2 Corinthians 11:9 (ESV)
And when I was with you and was in need, I did not 
burden anyone, for the brothers who came from 
Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will 
refrain from burdening you in any way.
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•18:7 the house of a man named Titius Justus … His 
house was next door to the synagogue.

•When Paul could no longer teach in the synagogue, he 
said he would “go to the Gentiles” (v.6).

•As it happened, the Lord opened up a Gentile house 
right next door.
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•18:8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in 
the Lord, together with his entire household.

•Having the church next to the synagogue was no 
doubt awkward enough for the unbelieving Jews.

• To make matters worse, the synagogue ruler joined 
Paul at the house church next door.
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• This is where our key verses come in.

•Acts 18:9-10 (ESV) 
9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for 
I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, 
for I have many in this city who are my people.”
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• Lesson: Ministry wherever the Lord puts us.

•We might not expect to find Paul the rabbi effectively 
serving in a city with a reputation like Corinth.

•At the same time, it was also a place that brought 
visitors from all over the Mediterranean world.

• Thanks to Paul’s lengthy stay in the city, the name of 
Jesus Christ likely spread throughout the empire.
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• Lesson: Ministry wherever the Lord puts us.

• In Paul’s case it was very clear that the Lord wanted 
him preaching and teaching in Corinth.

•We may not get similar visions, but we should still be 
open to God putting us in unlikely places.

• The most unlikely, unexpected place may prove to be 
the perfect place to serve the Lord.
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Gallio … was the younger brother of 
Seneca, the Stoic philosopher and tutor 
of the youthful Nero … Luke was correct 
to call Gallio ‘proconsul’, … Achaia was 
at this time a “senatorial” province of 
the Empire … 

– John Stott (1921 – 2011), 
All Souls Church, London
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… and therefore governed by a 
proconsul—as opposed to an “imperial” 
province, which was governed by a 
legate. The province’s status had 
changed only in AD 44.

– John Stott (1921 – 2011), 
All Souls Church, London
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•18:17 The name Sosthenes appears again in the Bible.
•1 Corinthians 1:1-2 (ESV)
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ 
Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,
2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together 
with all those who in every place call upon the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
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•18:18 Priscilla and Aquila accompany Paul and then 
stay behind in Ephesus to continue the ministry.

• They will also be named in three of Paul’s letters.

• In 1 Corinthians and 2 Timothy they are in Ephesus.

•When Paul writes to the Romans, we find them back 
in Rome.
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•18:18 At Cenchreae [one of Corinth’s two ports] he 
had cut his hair, for he was under a vow. 

•Probably a Nazirite vow, which included abstaining 
from wine and letting the hair grow long (Numbers 6).

•Why would Paul do this?
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Why would Paul do this?

•A personal act of dedication to his ministry.

•A sign to Jews, believing and unbelieving, that he was 
committed to their God and traditional beliefs.

• This latter point could be especially relevant in a city 
with a reputation for riotous living.
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•18:24 a native of Alexandria

•Alexandria was in those days a center of Jewish 
learning, home to Philo, a famous Jewish philosopher.

•He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures.

•Apollos was a gifted Christian leader waiting to 
happen; he just needed a little help.



5. Introducing Apollos     Acts 18:24-28

•18:25-26 Priscilla and Aquila     Some versions 
(Geneva, KJV, NKJV, etc.) reverse the order here.

• That is likely a manuscript issue.

• The fact that Priscilla can be named first reveals her 
importance in how they related to others.

•Whatever they said to Apollos, they must have been 
effective communicators.
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What made Priscilla and Aquila the 
right coaches for Apollos was not 
superior training, skills or experience.  
It was their ability to speak truth to 
Apollos in such a way that he could 
receive it and immediately apply it to 
his life.

– Bill Donahue, in Coaching 
Life-changing Small Group Leaders, 

by Donahue & Bowman
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What can we learn from Apollos?

• The value of having a teachable spirit.  

•He was an educated man from Alexandria – from a 
prominent place with a reputation for learning.

• Still, he was able to learn from both Priscilla and 
Aquila – the tent-making couple.
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What can we learn from Aquila and Priscilla (and Paul)?

• There is always room for one more person on the 
ministry team.

•A & P just joined Paul and friends in Corinth.

•Now they are bringing Apollos into their circle.

• They were able to correct and encourage a man more 
gifted and better educated than themselves.
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1. Aquila and Priscilla           18:1-4

2. Ministry in Corinth          18:5-11

3. Opposition Increases     18:12-17

4. Paul’s Return Trip           18:18-23

5. Introducing Apollos       18:24-28
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•Acts 18:9-10 (ESV) 
9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for 
I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, 
for I have many in this city who are my people.”
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1. We can trust that God, through his providence, can 
use everything for his glory and to fulfill his plans.

2. The most unlikely, unexpected places may provide 
a perfect place to serve the Lord.

3. At certain times, vows (even if not Nazirite) can be 
a useful way to enhance our Christian commitment. 
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4. Like Apollos, let’s keep in mind the value of having 
a teachable spirit.  

5. From Paul, Priscilla and Aquila we learn that there 
is always room for one more on the ministry team.  

6. At the same time, even the most gifted or educated 
people may still need to be developed.
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•Dear Heavenly Father, 

•We give you thanks for the fact that you use all the 
circumstances in our lives, even the bad things that 
seem completely beyond our control.  Help us to trust 
you to use all things for our good and your glory.

•When we find ourselves in places that do not seem 
glorifying to you, let us keep looking to you to do your 
work wherever we are.
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• If there are ways that we can personally commit to 
certain things to enhance our walk with you, show us 
what those little things (like personal vows) might be.
•Help us also to be teachable, willing to learn from 

others, and open to letting new people into our little 
circles so that they might join us in serving you.
• In Christ,
•Amen
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