
Acts 19

Verse by Verse



Previously in Acts



Previously in Acts

•We have been tracking the early church from its 
beginning in Jerusalem to the missionary trips of Paul.

•More specifically, we have followed Paul through his 
first and second missionary journeys.

• Toward the end of Acts 18, he began his third.
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•Acts 18:19-23 (ESV)
19 And they came to Ephesus, and he left them [Priscilla 
and Aquila] there, but he himself went into the 
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they 
asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined. 
21 But on taking leave of them he said, “I will return to 
you if God wills,” and he set sail from Ephesus … 



Acts 19     Introduction

•Acts 18:19-23 (ESV)

… 22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and 
greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch. 
23 After spending some time there, he departed and 
went from one place to the next through the region of 
Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 



Acts 19     Introduction

•Paul is now on his way back to Ephesus.

• This week we get a summary of his extensive ministry 
in that influential city in the Roman province of Asia.
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Acts 19     Key Verse

•Acts 19:20 (ESV) 

So the word of the Lord continued to increase and 
prevail mightily.
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1. Ministry in Ephesus     19:1-10

2. The Sons of Sceva 19:11-20

3. A Riot at Ephesus         19:21-41
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https://www.goturkiye.co
m/blog/ephesus-exploring-
an-ancient-city



1. Ministry in Ephesus     Acts 19:1-10

•19:1-7 Much like Apollos, who we met last week, 
these disciples somehow slipped through the cracks.

• They were familiar with John’s baptism, but had not 
yet come to know the Christ that John talked about.

•Consequently, they were not yet familiar with the 
present ministry of the Holy Spirit.

• They were not quite, or better, potential Christians.



1. Ministry in Ephesus     Acts 19:1-10

•19:1-7 Paul brings them up to speed.

•As a result, these ready and willing people are 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

•After prayer with the laying on of hands, they began 
speaking in tongues and prophesying.

•Now for a bit of theology.



1. Ministry in Ephesus     Acts 19:1-10

Inward Elements of Christian Conversion:

(These all begin inwardly, but may soon be visible.)

1. Belief

2. Repentance

3. Trust and Assurance of Forgiveness

4. Commitment, Allegiance and Devotion



1. Ministry in Ephesus     Acts 19:1-10

Outward Elements of Christian Conversion:
5. Baptism
6. Incorporation into the Christian Community

And One More All-Important Thing:
7. Regeneration and Indwelling by the Holy Spirit 

Adapted from http://evangelism.intervarsity.org/how/discipleship/what-conversion
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2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

A Few Things to Know about Ephesus:
• The city was home to many  idolatrous temples.
• The temple of Artemis, the largest, is considered one 

of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
• The city was a massive center of occult practices.
•A category of incantations was known as Ephesia

grammata, “Ephesian letters” or “writings.”
• These were well-known throughout the Empire.



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

Of all ancient Greco-Roman cities, 
Ephesus, the third largest city in the 
Empire, was by far the most hospitable 
to magicians, sorcerers, and charlatans 
of all sorts.

– Bruce M. Metzger (1914 – 2007), 
Princeton professor, Bible translator



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

19:11-12 It is in this setting that Paul is connected 
with “extraordinary miracles.”

•Miracles are by definition “extraordinary.”  

• There are no everyday or commonplace miracles.

• In the limited field of the miraculous, the things that 
happened through Paul were still exceptional. 



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

19:13-17     Sons of Sceva

•Well, we know who not to call if we need an exorcist. 

• In all seriousness, however, this story does show that 
demonic powers are real.

• Further, it reminds us that the name of Jesus is not to 
be used as some kind of magic word.

• The Lord knows true believers from false ones.



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

19:18-20     Burning books was as a sign of repentance.

• The practice of the occult in Ephesus was a 
widespread, public phenomenon.  

•As a result, a public act of repentance like this makes a 
lot of sense.



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

•19:19 fifty-thousand pieces of silver     One piece of 
silver represented a working man’s daily wage.

•Acts 19:20 (ESV)  Our Key Verse

So the word of the Lord continued to increase and 
prevail mightily.



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

• Take seriously the reality and power of demons.

• Such activity was common during the ministry of Jesus 
and continued through the apostles.

• In the Western world we now too often consider this 
kind of thing mere superstition or even a game.

• The people of Ephesus knew better, so it is no wonder 
that Paul reminds them to stand firm.



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

• Ephesians 6:10-13 (ESV)
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For 
we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities … 



2. The Sons of Sceva Acts 19:11-20

• Ephesians 6:10-13 (ESV)

… against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand firm.
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Images of Artemis (Diana) of 
Ephesus have been found at 
various sites around the 
Mediterranean. 
From: 
https://www.livius.org/articles/religion/artemis-of-
ephesus/



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

From WorldHistory.org, on the temple of Artemis:

•425 feet long

•225 feet wide

•Had 127 columns each 60 feet high 4 feet across

•Almost double the size of the Parthenon in Athens



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

From: https://www.ephesusturkey.com/what-to-see-around/temple-of-artemis/



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

•19:21-22 Paul had decided to leave by this time.

•19:23-27 Demetrius knows exactly how to speak to 
his audience.

• The real issue is economics.

•He combines that with an plea to civic pride combined 
with Ephesian religion.



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

•19:28-29 It works.  The city goes into an uproar.

•19:30-31 Fortunately, Paul is deterred from making 
himself the center of attention.

• Luke – with usual attention to detail – uses the 
specific word “Asiarchs” to describe the local officials. 

•Notice that they were Paul’s friends, very likely Roman 
citizens just like he was.
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https://www.goturkiye.co
m/blog/ephesus-exploring-
an-ancient-city



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

•19:32-34     Some ideas have been around for a long 
time – such as “The Jews are the problem.”

•19:35-41 The town clerk was a wise man.

• The Romans were known to crack down on local 
governments that did not keep order in their cities.



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

Christians as Good Citizens

•One of the themes Luke emphasizes as we go through 
Acts is that Christians are not a threat.

•Whenever believers appear before civil authorities 
they are not found guilty of any crime.

• This happened in Philippi, Corinth and now here.

• It will continue when Paul goes to Jerusalem.



3. A Riot at Ephesus     Acts 19:21-41

•Romans 13:1-3 (ESV)     

Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what 
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment … 3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad.
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Acts 19     What We Just Read

1. Ministry in Ephesus     19:1-10

2. The Sons of Sceva 19:11-20

3. A Riot at Ephesus         19:21-41
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•Acts 19:20 (ESV) 

So the word of the Lord continued to increase and 
prevail mightily.
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Inward Elements of Christian Conversion: 

(These all begin inwardly, but may soon be visible.)

1. Belief

2. Repentance

3. Trust and Assurance of Forgiveness

4. Commitment, Allegiance and Devotion



Acts 19     Key Points

Outward Elements of Christian Conversion:
5. Baptism
6. Incorporation into the Christian Community

And One More All-Important Thing:
7. Regeneration and Indwelling by the Holy Spirit 

Adapted from http://evangelism.intervarsity.org/how/discipleship/what-conversion



Acts 19     Key Points

• Ephesians 6:10-13 (ESV)
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For 
we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities … 



Acts 19     Key Points

• Ephesians 6:10-13 (ESV)

… against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand firm.
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Acts 19     A Prayer

•Our Father in heaven,

•We thank you that you have caused the gospel to go 
out to the ends of the earth and that we have had the 
privilege to hear it and respond.

•Please help us to experience and express all the 
various elements of our conversion, so that we will be 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ.



Acts 19     A Prayer

•We understand that we need to take seriously the 
reality of the powers of darkness in the spiritual 
realm.

•We know that you are so much stronger than they 
are, so remind us to put on our spiritual armor and 
stand firm, all the while trusting in you.

•Please protect us and help us not to be deceived.



Acts 19     A Prayer

• Finally, help us to be loyal and law-abiding citizens as 
just one more component of our witness for you.

• Let us never bring shame to the name of Jesus Christ.

• In Christ our Lord we pray,

•Amen
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